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Fon ths imperfections an in- 
88 

curacies of. the following ſheets, 

I. feel the : neceſſity of offering 3 an 
apology 7, „Lam not i- ihe habit o 
compoſition, nor have I been 1, able 4" of 
to devote. te—t ſo much dime. as | 

1 could wiſh. To me, the re- 

marks. they contain, and the prac- 

tice they recommend, ſeem j im- 
portant; and under this idea, I 

have been impelled, by a ſenſe of 
profeſſional duty, to offer them to 

the public. I wiſh alſo to expreſs 

the particular veneration I feęl for 

the abilities of the late Mr, Pott, 

I have nothing on the preſent OC: 

caſion to claim to myſelf, but a 


modification 


li 


e 


modification of his idead; they 
have been the baſis of my opi- 
nions reſpecting the probable f- 
cacy of permanent artificial diſ- 
charges, and have ſtimulated me 
to perſeverance in their uſe. The 
very great ſucceſs which has fol- 
towed my application of theſe prin- 
ciples, ſeemjto be owing to the 
nearer approximation of the re- 
medy to the ſeat of the diſcaſe; to 
the greater extent of ſurface, from 


which the diſcharge has been pro- 
duced; and to the means which 


have been employed for the main- 
tenance of it. I muſt alſo acknow- 
ledge the receipt of ſome commu- 
nications from gentlemen at a dif. 

tance from London, with whom 
this method has particular] 7 ſuc- 
ceeded. 
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SrxvMoys or skull affections 
were very well known to the ancients, 
and no doubt exiſts in my mind bur 
that the morbus coxendicis of Hi ppo- 
rates, is the /crofulous hip | of the e pre- 


ſent day ; and that thoſe articular dif- | 


eaſes mentioned by ancient” authors, 
as having t their origin in (what- they 
term) cold pituitows humour falling on 

a joint, and which ſometimes oeca- 
fioned luxation; as alſo the com- 


plaints denominated /pina* ventoſa, ne-. 


liceria, Hdrartbrot. and fungus arti- 
culi, are; in their ſymptoms and ef- 
feats, very analogous to the different 
ſpecies of the diſeaſe which is * 
val * denominated whize-/welling..... 
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Much as we may regret that the 
diſrrimination of the ancients on the 
ſubje& of articular affections is not 
ſo accurate as we could wiſh, yet it 
would be unjuſt to withhold from 
them our commendation, ſo far as re- 
ſpects their treatment of ſuch diſor- 
ders; for the principles on which 
they founded their expectations of a 


cure are preciſely the ſame with thoſe 


of the preſent day. 

They uſed local and general blood- 
letting, the actual and potential cau- 
tery, with veſjcating and ſtimulating 
app plications to the ſkin ; they farther 
maintained, that ſores produced by 
theſe means g ſhould have their diſ- 


charge promoted, and continued for a 


conſiderable length of time“. 


_— Rule opera exquiſitiora de affec. junct. p. (07.— 
TS, chirurg. curioſa, cap. 18, p. 307.—AT1vs de 
peruſtione in morbo articulari, cap. 25.—Higzonymt 
* opera chirurgica de articulorum uſtione, cap. 3. 


For 
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-For-the advantages reſulting fron 
this mode of treatment in the curved 
ſpine and diſeaſed joint, we are ori- 
ginally indebted to the ancients ; but 
we are obliged to Mr. Porr, fur the 
more extenſive - application of the 
cauſtics in theſe diſorders, | 

The treatment which is here ſub- 
mitted to the candid conſideration of 
medical men, owes its origin, prin- 
cipally, to a peruſal of the works of 
ancient practitioners on the ſubject, 
and partly to the opinion delivered 
by Mr. Porr, when he aſt lectured 
on the curved ſpine: he then ſtated 
his expectations that a purulent drain 
from the neighbourhood of the dif 
eaſed joint would, one day or other, 
be found highly efficacious; and the 
opinion of ſo able a ſurgeon induced 
me to perſevere, farther than per- 
haps I ſhould otherwiſe have done, 


B 2 in 


—— ——_—— - 


* — 2 os rr, i Ss 


1 IEEE II Iu 


w» 2 D r —— — — oy 


9.20 

in that mode of practice, the ulti- 
mate ſucceſs of which has more than 
equalled my expectations, and which 
it is the object of the 1 wen to 
eſtabliſh. 

Moſt of the patients ix I ure 
ſeen afflicted with this diſorder, were 
of a ſtrumous habit, and deſcended 
from parents of a ſimilar conſtitution : 
in ſome caſes, it has alſo appeared, 
that many of their families have been 
deſtroyed by phthiſis pulmonalis; I 
have generally obſerved, indeed, that 
children whoſe parents were un- 


healthy, or had married at a late 


period of life, were more particularly 
ſubject to ſcrofulous affections. 


Many authors, as well as practi- 
tioners, of the preſent day, have con- 
ſidered acrimony of lymph to be a 
_ cauſe of white-ſwelling.— 
This 


Þ- 

This opinion has induced them to re- 
commend thoſe remedies which are 
termed alteratives, and alſo to believe, 
that, until this habit is corrected, it 
is vain to expect a cure by any ſurgi- 
cal remedy : that this opinion is mere- 
ly conjectural, the annexed caſes will 
evidently prove; and in what man- 
ner this idea of acrimony can be ſup- 
ported by circumſtances relative either 
to the habit of the patient, or to the 
diſeaſe, I am totally at a loſs to de- 
termine *. mr 

I ſhall firſt conſider, ſeparately, the 
alteration which the bones undergo in 
this diſeaſe, particularly as the cure 
depends ſolely on remedies to be ap- 


* Vide Dr. KixRKLAxp's Surgery, vol. ii. p. 504 Mr. 
Bromfield, in the ad volume of his Surgery, ſpeaking of 
the ſcrofulous enlargement of the epiphyſes, ſays, the 
habit of body in general muſt be corrected, to give any 
chance of cure, | | 
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plied to the integuments, and as the 
bones, themſelves, for the moſt part, 


neither require nor admit of any par- 


ticular treatment. | 

The bones in this complaint are 
affected in two ways: in the one, 
they are affected primarily from diſ- 
eaſe in their interior ſtructure ; in the 
other, they are affected ſecondarily, 
by their articulating ſurfaces becom- 
ing diſeaſed, in conſequence of the 
previous affection of the internal ſur- 
face of the joint. 

In the carious ſtage of this diſcaſe, 
it * been ſaid, that to expedite a 


eure, exfoliation ſhould be promoted; 


but experience tells us, that exfolia- 
tion rarely occurs, and when the com- 
plaint does not feem to require it, may 
we not infer, that it ſhould not be 
encouraged ? N 

It is very probable, chat if means 


m__ $: had 


1 
had not formerly been uſed to pro- 
duce this effect, it would have occur- 
red as ſeldom then, as we now find to 
be caſe; ; thoſe pieces of bone which 
J have known to come away, have ex- 
foliated not from the articulating part 
of the bone, which is called epiphy/is, 
but from the body of the bone; for, 
indeed, Mr. BROurIEID ſays“, that 
deſquamation, in ſtrictneſs of terms, 
happens not to all the bones as, for 
inſtance, the bones of the carpus and 
tarſus, or the ſpongy extremities of 
the cylindrical bones; but, he ſays, 
when proper openings are made, the 
carious part will crumble away inſen- 
ſibly, and be diſcharged with the 


matter. 


The ſuppoſed neceſſity of exfolia- ad 


tion in ſcrofulous joints, formerly gave 
riſe to an unneceſſary, paindul, and 


* Bromfield's Surgery, vol. ii. 


miſchievwmns 


* 

miſchievous practice, as the making 
uſe of the knife, cauſtics, or caute- 
ries*. The two laſt of which reme- 
dies were employed to dry up the 
rottenneſs of the bones, and to de- 
ſtroy the hyperſarcoſis, or the exube- 
rant funguſſes with which the ſur- 
geons of thoſe days were frequently 


troubled +. At the ſame time, tents 


* 


* Curatio ad os præcipue dirigi debet & niſi perſanato 
oſſe curatio nulla eſt.— Annotat. Mercklini in Fandolpainl, 
cap. i. Le Clerk on diſeaſes of the bone, cap. ii 


+ Obſerv. Medico Hy Petri de Marchettis de ſpina 
ventoſa, p. 119. 

Spinz ventoſitas, quam nuperi dixerunt ſpinam ven- 
toſam. Primus de eo morbo, & bene egit (Rhaſes.) 
Mali cauſam in ipſo oſſe eſſe, & vicinam carnem omnemque 
articulationem intumeſcere, malum in ambulatione augeri. 
Si ferro aperueris, non facile ſaneſcere & fi os corruptum 
fuerit non curari, niſi os extraxeris.— Halleri Bibliotheca 
Chirurgica, vol. i. Haller's edition of Rhaſes, 1542. 
5 Ventoſitas ſpinæ eſt ad modum doloris: ſed materia in 
dolore articulorum erit in carne & muſculis: ſed in vitio 
ſpinge hc materia erit in oſſe, & parte ejus corrumpitur 
caro vicina ei: & juxta modum acuitatis ipſius materiæ erit 
malitia & velocitas ulcerationis ipſius. De cognitione 
5 „ 


of 1 FP were in 2 to make 
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way to, and keep expoled, 1 the carious 


bon ps ether with an occaſi onal 
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touch ( of the actual cautery, | to facir 
litate its removal. 3 
5 ;Sinke it has 1 the pract dis” as | 


Hat 1 have known, or ſeen, 99, to 


Gille che ſore; to the ex tent fo forme 
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ccd. Mel, kvſtin in girl e 40 
= Mfium ſicut deſjcit yitiyn articulorum : ſed qvotieas 


durat in diſpoſitione ipſa fi acutius ambulando, quare 


Gat in —— peoxindert loco illnito, Rat c 


ſolidat articulum: . purgetur, 
58 Miktatibus' 87 generetur ſanguis humidus 


ache jaguitatis : ſulpprantur loch 2 
corro dum, ad prohibendum onem ſuperf}ui 


11 U & toto ſtudid nfHAgidetüöt locus; © che) hot | 


hibuio ff q5pg no qofrenipatyy Fer 
nebit in ipf a n ll tempus longum abſque vlcera- 


2b q f cum ferło Veloe iter dou Wow 


e e 2 2 ne ina Y 


extrahatur 14 & _ fherat carruptuin ex, ce 
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rebus con -= rv wy — prohibitivis. —Rhafis, 
88,chp) d. LUV] Brianhifeo, | e 


27 1e done, 


increaſed, and the patient languiſh 
ing, died at laſt tabid.— 9 wrden; 


0 10 1 
done, no ſuch diſcaſed funguſſes have 


ariſen, as the ſurgeons at that time 


experienced, It has been thought, 
and really might be apprehended, that 
Mr, Serjeant Wiſeman, by the treat- 
ment we have juſt repreſented, may 
have added to that Caries it. Was his 
intention to remo ve; however, from 
the account he gives of this practice, 
we cannot form any conſiderable hopes 
of ſucceſs, particularly when he tells 
us, that in a caſe, of white-ſwelling 
of the knee, in Which, after he had 
applied a cauſtic to make an opening 
to diſcharge the matter, the actual 


| cautery was made ule of to expetlito 


exfoliation, yet, as he ſays, the caries 


The ſpina ventoſa of the joint, or 
that ſpecies of white-ſwelling which 


al in * of the * 


3 


(+. 16 } 
is a Weka to which young people 
are moſt liable“. Writers have ſup- 
poſed, that the peculiar texture of 
the epiphyſes, or the ends of a bone, 
cauſed them to be more liable to it, 
than their middle, or harder parts 1: 
however, we know that the extremi- 
ties of the cylindrical bones allow of 


a greater degree of expanſion than 
we commonly find to take place i in 
the middle of a bone, and that, at 
firſt, without marks of external caries. 
We muſt admit as a fact, though we 
are at a loſs to account for it, that 
the harder parts of a bone are more 
ſuſceptible of the venercal virus, than 
the ſofter parts; and that the extre- 
mities, or heads of a bone, are more 
frequently liable to ſcrofula, though 


inſtances have, and do occur, whers 
585 


Joannis — repurgata, pages 49 and 50. 
7 Le Clark on dn on bone, cap. iii. 
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every part of a bone is ſub ect, t. to ve- 
nereal, as Well as ſtrumous alfeQtion. 5 

K. 1 4 white- welling, attended 
With enlargement of bone, have re- 


cbVered; and, I believe ſuch inſtances 
would have been r more frequent, had 


70 22111 


a remedy been known capable of ar ; 


SLE 


reſting the ee of the diſcaſe in, 


11 
the bone "rs unleſs this can be ac-, 


com pliſhed, the malady of the bone, 


will go on, until it peryades the joint, 
and produce thoſe elfe Rs on the Ji igar 
ments, 2 and. articu Tg furlaces af the; 
ends of the bones, as A 0 in the 


re 


bie eln, eber the diſeaſe felt 
begins In the cavity of he Joint. 1TH 


Mr. Por T 1 has aſcertained the 5 e cfhcacy, 


of artifi — drains,, in ch check King . 


of & Caries, in dil 100 ro re, 


se 1 1 to 14 — { 
ſtorin 
and 1 in Ts g the f Pine, as well as, 


the patient to a Tate of a: and I 


feel.the grxatols nene in the ſuc- 
ok 1 nc I uc A fk 
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CK 2 ) 
ceſs which has i ooeurred from the uſe 
of, a ſimilar mode of practice in caſes 
of white-ſwelling, AED with * 
caſe of the bone. 

I have, on the authority of Wis 
MAN, regarded the ſpina ventoſa of a 
joint, as a ſpecies of White-ſwelling, 
and I am convinced of the propriety; 
of that arrangement; for ſurgeons, 
however accurately in their converſa- 
tions or writings they have been able 
to diſcriminate between the different 
kinds of this (diſorder, yet, in practice 
they have found themſelves frequently ! 
miſtaken, as to the parts of the joint 
which, were diſeaſed . The difficulty 
of ſuch a diſtinction- is of the leaſt 
importance, for, ſo far as my ex 
rience and obſervations of the "leaſe, 
have extended, the treatment: is efſen- 


tially the ſame 1 in all caſes of - white 
ſwelling, - þ — 


„„ 
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. Ruazzs, Avicenna, PAN DOT THIN, 
and moſt other authors, have informed 
us,. that the ſpina ventoſa is a diſeaſe 
of the bone; and Mzxciin, a judi- 
cious commentator on''PANDOLPHIN'S 
Treatiſe on this ſubject, ſays, that in 
this diſeaſe, the bones are firſt and 
principally affected in their interior 
part, and the diſeaſe of the bone al | 
always precedes that of the fleſh': 
hence, if the diſeaſe of the bone, and 
that of the fleſh, appear at the ſame 
time, the former exiſted before the 
latter“. Helm ban 19113 

- Unleſs a patient applies to a ſur-" 
geon 1n an early ſtage of this diſor- 
der, it is in ſome caſes TON difficult 


5 fil 
* Malum noſtum in offi potius nts quam, = 
exulceratione carnis confi ſtere, ha fere evincunt rationes, 
quia oſſa & quidem interius primo ad primario corrum · f 
puntur ; oſſiſque corruptio ſemper præcedit corruptionem | 
carnis 3 atque hinc ſi Aſſis & carnis vitium ſimul apparet, 7 
illud ſemper hoc prius extitit.— Annotat Mercklini Pan- 
dolphini, cap. i. 


to 


Wu 
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to ſpeak with certainty, a8 to the 
exact ; ſtate of the joint; for, under 
certain circumſtances, white-{wellings 
very much | reſemble each other in 
point of external appearance. I have 
ſhown,to my medical friends ſome diſ- 

eaſed joints, of which, upon examin- 
ation, it was impoſſible to decide with 
accuracy, as to the ſtate of the parts: 
ſome of the caſes, they, as well as 
myſelf, conſidered only an enlarge- 
ment of the bone ; but after the ap- 
plication of leeches, and an artificial 
drain derived from the integuments, 
covering the joint, there did not ap - 
pear the ſmalleſt enlargement of the 
heads of the bone ; and in caſes where 
it was imagined the bones were not 
enlarged, but the complaint was 
merely an affection 'of ' the ſoft parts ; 
it turned out, on their recovery, that 
* bones alſo had ſuffered enlarge- 


; ment, 


y 


=” uw) 
ment; With the fallacious feel white- 
ſwellings often afford to examination, 
our minds cannot be too ſtrongly im- 
preſſed; and I ſu ſpect, when Mr. 
Serjeant WII xMHAN ſpeaks of bones in 
the courſe of one night becomitig 
amazingly enlarged” in this diſeaſe, 
that he was deceived in the” Way I 
have juſt mentioned. 7 0? af. , 2519906 
2: In the rickets, we do not find'666 
joint only affected, for the correſpond- 
ing limb ſhows marks of the fame 
diſeaſe'; the pain attending a ſcrofu- 
leus enlargement of bone, beſides the 
ſymptoms and progreſs. of the 6019 
plaint; make it itnprobable, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, chat the. riekets''and fpind 
velitoſa e taken for one ano! 
cher aisiq no 203 ud ln 


1 near alle early te a caſe o 
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Ma 

ſpina ventoſa, the joint will bear 
handling without the patient mani- 
feſting any pain, the integuments will 
be capable of being pinched up, and 


will be found unaffected. The joint 


in this caſe can be extended, or is ca- 


pable of being bent, with the moſt 


perfect eaſe and facility. As the diſ- 


eaſe advances, the ſoft parts become 
affected, and fluids are effuſed within 
the articulation, and different parts 
about the joint, but the diſtention 


increaſing, the joint becomes painful 


to the touch, or, when exerted, in- 
flammation at length ſupervening, ul- 
ceration follows : and ſhould the parts 
be expoſed by diſſection, the ends of 


the bones will be found enlarged, 


and their articulating ſurfaces more 
or leſs deprived of the he/ cr 
covering. 


N afflicted with akite-fils 


D 
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ling, are often encouraged by practi- 
tioners to hope that the complaint 
may terminate in anchylofis; but this, 
unfortunately, is a very infrequent 
occurrence, and cannot reaſonably be 
expected; | whilſt the diſcaſe is ſuf- 
fered to proceed. Anchyloſis is a 
proceſs of health, and, as ſuch, can 
it be expected to occur, until the 
progreſs of the complaint in the bone 
be arreſted? + 
I ſhall not attempt to Arete 
whether the reaſon I have already 
aſſigned, will account for the infre- 
quency of anchyloſis in this diſorder; 
yet, as a proof how ſeldom it occurs, 
TI have ſeen but two caſes of the knee, 
and one of the elbow, anchyloſed by 
oſſiſic union. Other inſtances of 
knees anchyloſed by a conjunction of 
ſoft parts, have alſo occurred to my 
notice; which joints, though incapa- 
” etl ble 


(19) 
ble of flexion, yet admitted a degree 
of motion, juſt enough to prove, that 
oſſific matter had not produced the 
union; fortunately for theſe: patients, 
the leg and thigh bad been kept, dur- 
ing the cure, in an extended ftate. 
Perfect quietude of the limb is re- 
quiſite for the recovery of a-diſcaſed 
joint; but more particularly if the 
part ſhould be in a diſpoſition to an- 
chyloſe. Too great attention cannot 
then be paid, if the diſcaſe is of the 
knee, that the leg be kept extended; 
and, if in the elbow joint, that the 
arm be kept bent; for inattention to 
a proper poſition of a limb affected 
with this diſeaſe, has aften rendererl 
it uſeleſs, though the complaint was 
cured. At the time I inſerted fome 
obſervations, in the Fourth Volume af 
Medical Facts,“ I was not then aware 
2 — of abſolute reſt, which 
$ D 2 I have 
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J have ſince found to be indiſ penſable 


in theſe caſes. 

Much objection to 4 the joint 
in a ſtate of reſt has often been urg- 
ed by the patients, or their friends, 
from an apprehenſion that the joint 
would become rigid, but I have never 
hitherto found reſt produce ſuch an 
effect. In every caſe, under my care, 
of white ſwelling of the knee, the 
limb has been kept extended, in ſome 
caſes for many months, and, in one, 
during a ſpace of two years; yet the 
joints have never been rendered rigid, 
or their motion impaired. 

It appears to me, that joints be- 
coming rigid, is rather a conſequence 
of diſeaſe, than ariſing from a poſi- 
tion of the limb; and I am con- 


firmed in this opinion, by having 
ſeen ſeveral joints rigid by this diſeaſe, 


completely ſet at liberty, merely by 
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the effects of a purulent drain derived 
from the nn une the 
complaint. | . 
Patients are very * ently, in 
this diſorder, troubled with ſpaſms of 
the affected limb; and in the caſe of 
the white-ſwelling, it has been con- 
ceived, that theſe ſpaſms have in- 
duced the patient to bend the joint, 
and to keep it in that ſituation, in 
order to procure eaſe. It is aſcertain- 
ed, that the ſpaſms attending a brok- 
en leg or thigh are much diminiſhed 
in their extent by a relaxed poſition 
of the limb; but the conſequence of 
allowing patients a ſimilar indulgence 
in this diſeaſe, will occaſion ſuch a 
contracted ſtate of the joint, as ulti- 
mately to render it almoſt uſeleſs.— 
Indeed, an attention to this point is 
highly neceſſary, as the ſpaſms may 
be leſſened * opium, and as they will 
un entirely 
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grating ſenſation was no longer diſco- 


tention can but check the farther pro- 


of the diſordered ſtate of the parts 
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entirely ſubſide as the di ſeaſe advances 
to a cure. 

If the ARE IR has a fo 
far as to crode the articulating ſur- 
faces of the bones, it has been gene- 
rally thought, if the diſeaſe was cured, 
anchyloſis would inevitably enſue ; 
but caſes of diſeaſed knees, where the 
bones, on being moved, were evident- 
ly found to grate, have been cured 
without being anchyloſed, and the 


verable. Theſe inſtances would lead 
one to conclude, that if ſurgical at- 


greſs of the diſeaſe, the joint will re- 
cover its action, and be rigid or an- 
chyloſed, in proportion to the extent 


that previouſly exiſted. 
| The emaciation of the limb which 


POD * Vide Bell's Surgery. 


frequently 
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frequently attends this diſeaſe, has 
been conſidered as an unfavourable 
circumſtance ; but it is to be remark - 
ed, that if the complaint has not been 
of any long' continuance, the limb 
will often regain its natural fize, but 
not otherwiſe ; for though it may re- 
cover a degree of plumpneſs, it will 
never arrive to the bulk of the healthy 
limb. Nevertheleſs, inſtances of re- 
covery have occurred with a very uſe- 
ful limb, after tedious and long fup- 
puration, though it has continued in 
a reduced ſtate ſo long as the patient 
lived. Wt” tr #1; ern 

Preſuming it unneceflary, it is 
therefore deemed improper to occupy 
much of the reader's attention, 'by a 
minute detail of the applications uſu- 
ally employed for the relief of this 
diſeaſe, eſpecially as they have proved 
unſucceſsful, or from the degree of 
fo their 
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their efficacy, can, at the moſt, be 
confidered merely as palliatives. 

The effect of cold in ſuſpending 
the progreſs of ulceration in the ſpina 
ventoſa, was noticed by RRAsIò. 

Cold applications of the aqua li- 
thargyri acetati compoſita, aqua am- 
moniæ acetatæ, or ſal ammoniac, dur- 
ing its ſolution in vinegar and water, 
though poſſeſſing no curative power, 
have had their uſe, by checking in- 
flammation, and thereby retarding the 
progreſs of the complaint towards 
ſuppuration, and, conſequently, pre- 
ſerving the integuments for a longer 
time in a healthy ſtate. Theſe appli- 
cations, beſides, have ſometimes ef- 
fected a ſlight reduction of the ſwell- 

ing of the joint, by promoting ab- 
| ſorption of ſome of the fluid collect- 
ed under the integuments; yet this is 
but a ſuperficial benefit, ſor this fluid 

2 will 
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will be reproduced, whilſt the diſeaſe 
within the articulation is unimpeded 
in its progrels. m 

The advantages of local bleeding; 
as a means of relief in this complaint, 
merit our attention, though it has not 
appeared of any ſervice, except in 
caſes attended with great pain; and 
in theſe it is proper that the part 
ſhould be bled largely, an drepeatedly, 
until the patient's ſufferings are ſome- 
what mitigated. 

It has not appeared to me, that this 
treatment alone has entirely removed 
the pain, much lefs cured the diſ- 
eaſe; though, in one caſe, indeed, 
where noother mearis were adopted, the 
patient became eaſier for a ſhort time, 
but in a few weeks, the pain returned 
with its former ſeverity, and the pro- 
greſs of the complaint ſeemed to have 
received only a temporary check. 

3 5 f hank 
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I have, however, witneſſed the 
efficacy of local bleeding in caſes of 
violent pain within a joint unattended 
with ſwelling ; and the patients thus 
afflicted were every one of a ſcrofulous 
habit. In addition to this treatment, 
the perſpiration of the part was kept 
up by fomentation and poultices, the 
patients were confined to bed, the 
ſtate of their bowels attended to, and 
antimonial preparations, aſſiſted by a 
quantity of opium, proportioned to 

the degree of pain and age of the 
patients, were adminiſtered in the 
evening. 

I have known this method of treat- 
ment completely ſucceſsful in remov- 
ing an incipient complaint, which, if 
ſuffered to have proceeded, would 


moſt probably have terminated in 1 


white-ſwelling. 
Blood may be taking from the part, 


by 
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by cupping or leeches; it is obvious, 
that leeches muſt be uſed in thoſe 
caſes, where, from the ſwelling of the 
joint, the integuments are in a ſtate 
of tenſion, and that they are alſo to be 
preferred where the ſkin is inflamed. 
Theſe are the only circumſtances un- 
der which one mode of drawing blood 
is preferable to another ; for the pa- 
tients have appeared benefited by the 
proportionate quantity of blood that 


has been drawn from the part, and 


not from the mode by which it was 


taken. 


Mercury was reſorted to by Heiſter, 
in complaints of this nature, from a 
notion that they aroſe from a venereal 
taint. Notwithſtanding the ſucceſs 


he attributes to this medicine, it would 
appear from the obſervations I have 


been able to make reſpecting it, or to 
collect from the experience of others, 


RES that 
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that there is not the ſmalleſt founda- 
tion for this opinion; for, {urely, if 
there were any affinity in the nature 
of the two diſorders, the remedy that 
abſolutely cures the one, ſhould, in 
ſome degree, have a tendeney to re- 
lieve the other. 

Patients labouring * white- 
ſwellings have applied to me on ac- 
count of venereal complaints, which 
were entirely removed by mercury; 
but no effect was produced on the 
diſeaſed joint, even where the faireſt 
poſſible opportunity was given by 
rubbing it into the affected limb, 
which, conſequently, expoſed the j Joint 4 
completely to its action. ; 
Mercurial friction has, indeed „in 
ſome degree reduced the ſwelling of a 
Joint, by promoting abforprion of fluid 
collected exterior to the ligaments, 
but as it had not any power over the 
| diſcaſe, 
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diſeaſe, which exiſted within the arti- 
culation, the tumeſaction returned. 
This mode of treatment will ſome- 
times ſucceed in curing that fort of 
complaint, which in appearance re- 
ſembles the true white-ſwelling ; but 
as it is confined to parts externally ſi- 
tuated to the ligaments, it muſt be ſcen 
how widely it differs from that kind 
of affection which has its origin in a 
diſtempered ſtate of the ligaments, or of 
the articular part of the bone. I have 
ſaid that mercury ſometimes ſucceeds, 
though it will much. oftener fail. 
Sca-bathing. or the application of 
ſea water, as local remedies in theſe 
caſes, have not. appeared to me to be 
attended with ſucceſs. But the ſea - 
air is manifeſtly uſeful in improving 


the patients health, and by that means 


ſupporting him under the exceſſive 


drain of a long continued ulcerated 


whi te- 
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white-ſwelling, and, in this reſpect, I 
conſider it as a very important means 
of relief. 5 

Of the cuſtomary remedies applied 
in caſes of white-{wellings, bliſters 
have the preference, and their efficacy 
has by ſome been ſuppoſed to arife 
from the ſtimulus, more than from 
the diſcharge they produce. Practi- 
tioners of this opinion, have bliſtered 
the whole joint, and ſuffered the part 
to heal before another bliſter was ap- 
plied; and in this way, they have kept 
up a conſtant ſucceſſion of ſtimulus. 

Others, who were of opinion that 
it was the diſcharge, and not the fti- 
mulus, which was productive of ad- 
vantage; have applied perpetual bliſ- 
ters, and though I never ſaw any per- 
manent good from the firſt mode of 
applying them; yet in a caſe of diſ- 
caſcd hip, a large perpetual bliſter, 
2 placed 
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placed behind the trochanter, was 

attended with remarkable ſucceſs. 
Dr. Akenſide publiſhed a paper in 
the Medical Tranſactions, on the effi- 
cacy of bliſters in caſes of white ſwel- 
lings, in which alterative medicines, 
ſuch as calomel and bark, were given. 
He ſtates, that he has thus been able 
to reſtore the uſe of one or other of 
the principal joints, where the caſe 
ſeemed very near to an anchyloſis: 
But the Doctor remarks, that it is hard- 
ly neceſſary to premiſe, that nothing 
can be expected ſrom this treatment, 
where there is any ſenſible collection of 
fluid within the joint. He ſeems, in 
the firſt inſtance, to have applied a 
bliſter round the whole joint, and after- 
wards to have kept up adiſcharge from 
a circumſcribed ſpot over the painful 
part, and to have laid ſome ftreſs up- 
on the uſe of oily frictions, where the 
motion 


N 
motion of the limb was impaired. 
His caſes, however, were not all ſcro- 
fulous; I think two of them only were 
ſo, and in theſe the diſcharge was 
kept up for a conſiderable time. 

The irritation and the ſtrangury, 
occaſioned by the uſe of bliſters, intro- 
duced the application of cauſtics; 
which treatment will be more particu- 
larly eonſidered, when we ſpeak of the 
efficacy of artificial drains. 

A variety exiſts in point of ſymp- 
toms in thoſe white-ſwellings which 
owe their origin to a morbid ſtate of 
the cavity of the joint. In the one, 
the complaint is ſlow in 1ts progreſs 
to inflammation and ſuppuration, and 
produces at firſt but ſlight uneaſineſs; 
while the other is attended with very 
ſevere pain, previous to the appearance 
of any fwelling. 

The firſt of theſe conſtitutes as does 
"bes 7. the 


C84 
me ſpina ventoſa, the true ſerofulous 

joint, and the ſufferings of the patient 
are ſo ſlight, that the ſwelling of the 
joint is often the firſt circumſtance 
which excites attention. The ſkin. is 
peculiarly pallid, and when the inte- 
guments are pinched up, they will be 
found thickened, though not in the 
E leaſt edematous. It is remarkable; 
that in this indolent fort of white-ſwel- 
ling, the bones ſometimes will become 
carious, and the ligaments diſeaſed; 
and all this is accompliſhed with leſs 
uneaſineſs conſiderably to the patients, 
than what occurs in the white- ſwel - 
ling which commences with violent 
pain; and beſides, the health is not ſo 
materially hurt as might be ſuppoſed : 
but as the complaint makes further 
progreſs, the joint becomes more conſi- 
derably diſtended, a fluctuation of fluid 
is more evidently. to be perceived, and 
1 


( 34 ) 
the diſtention of the joint increaſing, 
iuflammation and ſuppuration occur. 
It is at this time when the patient's 
health is in the greateſt hazard, and 
fuffers more rapidly than at any other 
period of the complaint. The pain 
which is firſt obſerved is always with- 
in the joint, and the integuments and 
tendinous parts ſuffer in conſequence 
of the articulation being affected. 
The elaſticity which writers men- 

tion, as perceptible to the touch, 
on examination, is very fimilar to the 
ſenſation that deep-ſeated © abſceſſes 
give, or what might be expected from 
feeling a fluid through parts which 
are in a diſeaſed and thickened ſtate. 
Theſe parts are ſometimes much 
diſtended by the fluid which is ef- 
fuſed, and the whole joint feels fo hard 
and tenſe, that the caſe might eaſily be 
miſtaken for a mere enlargement of 
n bone: 
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bone: inaſmuch as the leaſt fluctu- 


ation is not to be felt. I have re- 
peatedly ſeen an artificial purulent 
time, ſo effecually.: relieve the parts 
from their diſtended es n 
to remove the deluſion. 

If che complaint be fuſfered to oaks 


its uſual progreſs, the ligaments will 


be deſtroyed, the articulating ſurfaces 
of the bones eroded, and the patient 


will die heRtic, from the irritation and 
egreat diſcharge ariſing from the re- 


peated ſuppurations which always 
attend the latter ſtage of whiee-ſwel- 
ling. | 

 Suppuration occurring in white- 
ſwelling, if confined to parts ex- 
terior to the cavity of the joint, now 
and then affords relief, arreſts the pro- 


e greſs of the diſeaſe, and in nn. 
| ſtances effects a cure. | 
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--I-wiſh I could ſay that this mode | 
of termination was the general conſe- 
quenee of ſuppuration, but the re- 
verſe is almoſt always the caſe: For 
when the diſeaſe is approaching to this 
ſtate, the patient's health begins to | 
ſuffer, and the degree of danger ie 
rendered more imminent- by different 
abſceſſes forming, the irritation and 
diſcharge of which, independent of 
the miſchief that is occaſioned to the 
integuments, and other parts of the 
joint, by extenſive ulceration, has 
ſometimes rendered it neceſſary that 
the patient ſhould ſubmit to W. 
tation. 

I have taken every opportunity to 
inform myſelf as to the propriety of} 
opening the different abſceſſes which 
occur in this diſeaſe, and am ſatisfied 
that ſuch a practice is ſo far from being 

ee of advantage, that it has 
WES vn 
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greatly increaſed the inflammation, 


and extended the ſloughing of the 
ſoft parts; in ſome inſtances, it has 


proquced ulcers of the phagedenic | 4 


kind, whilſt in others, diſeaſed fun- 


: gullcs have ſprung up. 


Dilatation of the openings 8 
null formed, has been recommended, 
with a view to expoſe caries, and-facili-; 
tate the exfoliation of the diſeaſed bone: 
but ſhould the introduction of a probe 
into any of theſe ſores diſcover the 
bone to be affected, it has ſeemed 
good practice, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, to forbear the uſe of the cauſ- 
tic or knife, and not as Mr. Brom- 
field has directed, to enlarge them; as 
he himſelf ſays, the carious part will 
crumble away inſenſibly, and be diſ- 


charged with the matter. 


When ulcers have been produced 


of the ill-conditioned kind juſt men- 


_ tioned, 
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_ tioned, titre has exiſted for a length 
_ of time a morbid- ſtate of the foft 
| patty and that to à greater extent 
than oſten would be — 
the appearance of the ſkin. 
Even where ulceration has Lops: 
ed in an carly ſtage of white-ſwdling, 
though the ſores are certainly not uf 
that malignant nature juſt deſcribed, 
yet from their number (for as ſoon 
as one heals, another breaks out) 
they will conſtitute a more extenſive 
diſeaſe of the integuments, than may 
have been imagined; and the cir- 
emmſtanre of the cellular membrane 
being deſtroyed, will render the healing 
of them very difficult: they ſometimes 
indeed, do heal, but then they ge- 
nerally break out again, or freſh ul. 
cerations are formed 1 in 8 N 
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ſores which are produced in this com- 
plaint; for till I was fatisfied of the in- 
convenience which occurs from the uſe 
of the knife, I was in the habit of lay» 
ing them open.. I can mention more 
than one or two. caſes, where fungus 
| aroſe after extenſive openings. had 
been made; and the ſame effect I have 
known to occur in abſceſſes, which 
have burft with a confiderable flough- 
ing of the ſkin. 

Extenſive 8 1 alſo 
followed the uſe of the knife under the 
above-mentioned circumſtances, and 
from ſome caſes I ſhall ſelect the fol- 
lowing inſtance of the ill effects of 
ſuch operation. A patient had awhite- 
ſwelling of the knee, in which a great 
number of ſores. formed, matter was 
confined in them, and they were 
found by the probe to communicate 
with 
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with each other; I was in hopes that by 
dilating the moſt dependent to an ex- 
tent of not more than half an inch, I 
ſhould be able to afford a complete 
diſcharge to the matter; this was ac- 
cordingly done, and on ſeeing the pa- 
tient the day following, I found him 
very feveriſh ; he complained of violent 
pain over the whole knee, and within 
the joint, which was prodigiouſly en- 
larged by the ſuppuration which had 
ſupervened. The irritation and the 
great diſcharge, only for a few days, 
had ſo reduced him, that amputation 
was propoſed, as the only means of 
ſaving his life, to which he would 
not ſubmit, and within three weeks 
died, hectic. 

It would ſeem that the opening 
alone occaſioned theſe evils, by induc- 

ing irritation on parts in a ſtate of 
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diſeaſe, and thereby augmenting ra- 
ther than alleviating the diſorder. 

Patients do not ſometimes apply 
for ſurgical relief till ſuppuration has 
advanced; and then it is generally en- 
couraged by the application of warm 
fomentations and poultices, from a 
notion (as I ſuppoſe) that it is impro- 
bable that diſcuſſion can be obtained 
under ſuch circumſtances. But I have 
repeatedly ſucceeded in effecting the * 
abſorption of a fluid, which I had 
previouſly aſcertained in my own 
mind to be pus, from every attending 
circumſtance, ſuch as the- appearance 
of the ſkin, the degree of pain endured, 
and particularly when the part was 
examined, together with the general 
Fate of the patient's health. 

Though the complaint has ſome- 
times been cured by the occurrence 
of abſceſs in parts exterior to- the 


G joint, 
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Joint, yet che ſituation of the pa- 
tients has been rendered very hazard- 
ous, for it is a great inſtance of good 
fortune, if they are not deſtroyed by 
the irritation and drain of theſe ſores ; 
and T have ſeen the removal of che 
limb become a neceſſary conſequence 
of ſuch external abſceſſes. 
The circumſtance that white- ſwel- 
lings do occaſionally recover in the fup- 
Pupative ſtage of the diſorder, has often 
given credit to remedies of no avail. 
For, if the patient ſhould poöſſeſs 
ſtrength ſufficient to ſu} pport him un- 
der the diſcharge, the laſt application, 
as well as the laſt practitioner who at- 
tended, will appear to have the merit of 
cuting the diſeaſe, the patient not being 
appriſed that this is ſometimes effectei 
[by tlie ſpontatieousforinationof abſceſs. 
No ſurgeon *poſſefling humanity, 
"or t in his Os would, + 
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in a cafe of curvature of ſpine, ariſing 
from a diſeaſed ſtate of the vertebra, 
recommend his patient to wait for 
the appearance of lumbar abſceſs, 
becauſe, once in a way, a cure "= 
been obtained; but would immedi- 
ately adviſe the cauſtics, from a con- 
viction that it is almoſt a certainty, 
that, eyen if ſuch abſceſs ſhould take 
place, his patient would be drained to 
death, in conſequence of the great and 
long-coptinued diſcharge. 
And. though. it has been obſerved, 
that where ſuppuration has hun 
place, and an external abſcek been 
formed, 'in the early ſtage of white- 
ſwelling, a final cure has occaſionally 
followed ; it ſhould nevertheleſs be re- 
membered, that this abſceſs had no 
connection with the cavity of the 
Joint, for if it had, the chance of the 
patient $ recovery would have been 
. extr emely 
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extremely precarious; and where it 
happens that the complaint has pro- 
ceded ſo far as thoroughly to diſorder 
every part connected with the joint, in 
that caſe, the formation of abſceſs be- 
comes an unfortunate occurrence, as 
tending to increaſe the complaint, and 
exhauſt the patient. 

It is now more than four years 
fince I recommended the cauſtic to be 
applied on the integuments covering 
the diſeaſed joint, from an opinion, 
that iſlues would prove more effectual, 
the nearer they were made to the ſeat 
of the diſeaſe. 

I then ſtated, that this opinion. had 
ſomething more than probable conjec- 
ture to recommend itſelf, and, indeed, 
ſubſequent experience has fully con- 

firmed me in the belief, that the fail- 
ure of the cauſtic in diſeaſed joints, 
| was 
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was not owing, according to Dr. Auf. 
tin *, to the diſtance of the part affect- 


ed from the trunk, but from the diſ- 
charge not being procured ſo near the 


complaint as might be effected: how- 


ever, the reader will of courſe form 
his own opinion from the comparative 
ſucceſs attending the more diſtant, or 


cloſer application of the remedy, 


The mode I firſt purſued in main 


taining an artificial drain in theſe caſes, 


was, by making a large eſchar, of a cir- 


cular form, on each ſide of the joint, 
and keeping the ſores open by a layer 
of ſponge dipped in the emplaſtrum 
ceræ tompoſitum, of the ſame ſhape 
as the ſores, but of a ſize rather leſs, fo 
as to allow ſufficient room for the 
granulations at the edges to riſe above 
the ſurface of the plaſtered ſponge, 


* Pott's Works, vol. iii. p. 498, Earle's edit. 
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which was. further ſecured in its place 
by croſs lips of adheſive plaſter, and 
the aſſiſtance of a roller. 

Though this method has ſucceed- 

ed in the cure of confirmed whitc- 

ſwellings, ſome of which were at- 
tended with carics, yet the applica- 
tion of the cauſtic is frequently ha- 
zardoys, from the thinneſs of the inte- 
guments in ſome caſes; for inſtances 
have occurred where the cauſtic has pe- 
netrated ſo far as to produce a ſlough- 
ing of the tendinous expanſion of the 
muſcles; but the ſurgeon may avoid in- 
juring the ligaments of the joint, by 
making the eſchars at a diſtance ſuffici- 
ently remote, as he can afterwards ſhift 
the ſore higher or lower, more on one 
ſide or the other, by preſſing the ſponge 


againſt its edge in the direction of that 
part from whence he. may. wiſh to 


procure a diſcharge. N otwithſtanding 
3 | the 
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the ſucceſs which attendedthe appli- 
cation of the cauſtic, yet theſe incon- 
vemiences as well as the very minute 
attention it requires, made tne appre- 
henſive that it would never be gene- 
rally adopted. I was of courſe led to 
the trial of different eſcharatic applica- 
tions, in the form of ointment; amongſt 
others, I was induced from obſerving 
the effects of powdered ſavine in the re- 
moval of verrucæ, to try it alſo. Some 
of the powder was firſt mixed with 
white cerate, and applied as a dreſſing 
to a part that had been bliſtered; but 
the ointment ran off, leaving the pow- 
der dry upon the ſore, and no effect 
was produced. I next inſpiſſated a 
decoction of favine; and mixed the ex- 
tract with the ointment, which ſue- 
ceeded better, for it produced a great 
and permanent diſcharge: and at laſt, 
after various trials, I was led to pre- 
l for 
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fer a preparation analagous. to the un- 


guentum ſambuci, P. L. and give the 


following formula, as anſwering every 


purpoſe which my wiſhes could have 


ſu — 


chRATUN SABINÆ. 


R Sabine, recentis contuſe. 
Ceræ fave, Sngularum, libram 
unam. 
Adipis lle, libras gau. 
Acdipe et cerd ligaefaclis incoque 
| ſabinam et cola*. 


91931 have made many experiments 
ref} pecting this cerate, and at one 
time imagined, that its preparation 
in a copper veſſel might have in- 
fluenced its effect. Its deep green co- 


| Jour docs appear to depend upon this 


I. am obliged to Mr. Coxwell, Chemiſt, of Temple. 
Bar, for the pains he has taken in the preparation of this 
cerate, and I have uniformly found that which is prepared 
by him, to be preferable to wy, I have met with elſewhere. 


& circumſtance; ; 


( 49 ) 
circumſtance ; for where it is pre- 
pared in tin veſſels, it is of a much 
paler green tinge, nearly approaching 
to a yellow, but its effect is the ſame. - 
The preſence of a ſmall quantity of 
copper, in an external application, 
cannot be of any conſequence, and 
in this caſe, notwithſtanding the mo- 
dification of its colour, the quantity is 
ſo ſmall as not to be diſcoverable. by 
any chemical teſt, 

The ceratum ſabinæ has been tried 
very largely in the medical practice of 
a large hoſpital, for the production of 
permanent diſcharges, and it is pre- 
ſerable in this view to the unguentum 
cantharidis, becauſe it produces no 
ſtrangury, and becauſe the quantity of 
diſcharge is much greater. There are 
ſome. particular conſtitutions where its 
Juſe is attended with great irritation, 
and when ſuch occur it ſhould be lows: 
"IN " 9 ered 


SK 
ered by the addition of unguentum 
ceræ. 

It is to be underſtood that a bliſter 
is to be previouſly applied over the 
anterior and lateral parts of the joint, 
and when the cuticle is removed, the 
ſore is to be dreſſed with the ceratum 
ſabinæ, taking care at every. dreſſing, 
to keep the part clean. 

Simplicity attending any aids of 
treatment, muſt certainly be conſi- 
dered as a recommendation in its fa- 
vour ; and I have not known this 
method of maintaining a drain in the 
leaſt inferior to that by the cauſtic, 
and from its ſucceſs, it has ſeemed to 
me to merit a preference, particularly 
in thoſe. caſes where the diſeaſe in the 
joint is 'more extenſive, of courſe the 
pain and ſwelling more diffuſive, for 
the cauſtic cannot be well applied to 


a ſurface ſo large as from experience 


_ ſeems 


—- 


by 
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ſcems requiſite for the necomplih- 


ment of a cure. 

The ſucceſs of this kind of treat- 
ment is always proportionate to the 
quantity of diſcharge which is pro- 
e cured, and not the depth of ſurface from 
m whence it is derived. The ingenuity 
of ſurgeons has been employed, to ex- 

plain in what manner the cauſtics are 
of beneficial in complaints of this nature, 
i- W one imagining it is the irritation, 
- another the diſcharge, and ſome in or- 
is der, as they think to be nearer the 
e truth, have ſuppoſed the efficacy to 
> MW exiſt in both. 

A difference of opinion, when it 
does not influence us in the treatment 
of a diſeaſe, cannot be productive of 
harm, and therefore I ſhould have 
contented myſelf, in merely bringing 
forward caſes to prove the efficacy of 
the practice I wiſh to recommend; 
84 H 2 but 
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but: when the contrary appears, and 


the feelings as well as the recovery o 
the patient, are involved in a theore- 
tical controverſy,” the difference o 
opinion then becomes ſerious, an 
 #hould be determined as foon as poſ 
ſible; but this can be effected only b 
the eriterion of practical experience 
It may be faid in ſavour of the ir- 
citation which immediately attend: 
the cauſtic, that it is ſometimes effec- 
tual (for it is not uniformly” fo) in 
redueing the ſwelling and conſe- 
_ quently - mitigating” the pain; bu 
theſe are. only ſymptoms of the diſcaſe, 
and not the diſeaſe itſelf; and we have 
not {as I know of) a fingle inſtance 
of à confirmed White-fwelling being 
eured by the mere effect of irritation, 
and thoſe caſes in which it ſeemed to 
me to produce any effect, the joint 
was in a ſtate of a great tenſion, and 
is. ES |. - _ 
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further than this the complaint did 
not receive any amendment until an 
abſolute drain had been eſtabliſhed 
for ſome tine. 
Mr. Pott attributed the fries of 
the cauſtic to the diſcharge, and I am 
confirmed in that opinion from ſubſe- 
quent experience; and it appears to 
me very doubtſul that the greateſt ad- e 

vocate for: irritation, has ever known 
it capable of arreſting the - progreſs of 
caries, healing ſores, diſperſing ab- 
ſceſſes and collections of fluid, which 
are attendant on white: ſwelling: but 


that ſuch effects do reſult from the 


kind of treatment we have been re- 
commending, is beyond all doubt; but 
the reader, I truſt, will be able to ſa- 


a tisfy himſelf with reſpect to this point, 


by a peruſal of caſes which are brought 

forward, not. with a view of ſupport- 

ing this or tliat particular opinion, but 
merely 
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merely to record a plain matter of fact: 
viz. that white-ſwellings of the joints 
have recovered after making 'a ſore 
ſurface, and procuring. from thence 
a conſiderable permanent diſcharge. 

It has frequently happened to re- 
medies which have been recommended 
in particular complaints, that their 
application has been too general, and 
that their powers have been eſtimated 
from their effect in caſes by no means 
analogous to thoſe for which it was 
originally intended; in this way many 
an uſeful medicine has loſt its credit, 
and ſunk into oblivion. 

I ſhould be ſorry to be underſtood 
as either making in my own practice, 
or recommending to others, an indiſ- 
criminate uſe of any particular remedy ; 
but I truſt that the relation the ſeve- 
ral caſes bear to the diſeaſe of which 
it was my more immediate object to 
TY treat, 
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treat, will preclude the poſſibility of 
ſuch an imputation. 
From having obſerved the effect of 


artificial drains in diſcuſſing ſeveral 


collections of fluid and even abſceſſes, 
generally attending white- ſwelling, one 
naturally would be led to the trial 
of the ſame treatment in ſimilar com- 
plaints, when ſeated in other * of 
the body. 

The firſt opportunity that offered, 
was a caſe of a very large lumbar 
abſceſs, this patient was o of 4 ſtrumous 
habit, about forty years Es, and when 
a boy had a diſeaſed hip, which re- 
covered in the ſuppurative ſtage of 
that diſorder; he applied to me on ac- 
count of a large lumbar abſceſs; and 


th 7 the moſt prominent part the ſkin 


was thin and inflamed. He was very 
weak: and feveriſh, and was troubled 


0 with night n fluſhings, wy of ap- 


petite, g 
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petite, and eough. In this ſtate, I was 
apprehenſive, if the abſceſs burſt, or was 
opened, he would ſink under the diſ- 
charge, and thereſore a bliſter was made 
to cover the whole ſwelling, and when 
removed, the cuticle was taken off, 
and the part every day regularly dreſſ- 
ed with the ceratum ſabinæ; notwith- 
ſtanding the great diſcharge which was 
produced, ſo far from his becoming 
weaker, ſtrength was gradually re- 
gained; the pain within the ſwelling 
was conſiderably mitigated, and after 
2 ſhort time there followed a very 
perceptible reduction of the tumour ; 
and by ſubmitting” to this: treatment 
for nearly the {| pace of a year, he com- 
pletely recovered ; and ſince has en- 
joyed a perfect ſtate of health. That 


„This method las ſucceeded in alſo removing two wa 
deep-ſeated abſceſſes in the ham, in patients who were ſcro- 
fulous; and.two|other caſes of impoſthumes in the leg and 
1 beſides.” © | Y — * 
2. part 
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part of the ſwelling where the ſkin 
was thin and inflamed, at laſt ul- 
cerated, but no matter eſcaped, nor did 
the introduction of a probe into * 
ſore lead to any cavity. 
I have alſo diſperſed in this ways 
ſeveral abſceſſes of the glands of the 
neck, and three very large ſcrofulous 
buboes, where the ſwellings were com- 
poſed of diſtin& glands, which were 
connected to each other by interven- 
ing ſubſtances. 

Theſe laſt caſes prove very tedious, 
and the patient ſuffers much from the 
repeated ſuppurations, which, in ſome 
inſtances ſucceed each other, for a 
ſpace of more than ſix months, and 
even then the part has ſometimes 
been left in a ſtate of hardneſs ; and 
when that happens, ſcrofulous ulcers 
are very liable to break out again, or 
or freſh collections of matter to form. 
1 I Obſerving 
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Obſerving that when this circum- 
ſtance occurred, the fores uniform- 
ly healed with induration, I was 
induced to keep them open, either 
by an occaſional touch of the lunar 
_ cauſtic, or a ſolution of it in wa- 
ter, till all hardneſs was removed, 
and 1 think 1 have alſo ſeen ſome 
effect from a mercurial dreſling * 
in increaſing the diſcharge, and not 
only amending the ſtate of the ſore, 
but cauſing the edges of the ulcers 
to ſoften down. 

Much may be expected from artifici- 
al drains in thoſe depoſitions of matter 


* The precipitate by pure ammonia, from a ſolution of 
mercury, in diluted nitrous acid, made in a low temperature, 
and applied moiſt, the ſuperabundant ammonia being — 

viouſly waſbed away by diſtilled water. 

The precipitate, after drying, has not appeared to me to 
7 anſwer ſo well as whilſt it retained its moiſture, fo as to 
—poſſ-f'about the conſiſtence of cream. It was firſt pro- 
| poſed to me by Mr. Haſlam, of Bethlem Hoſpital, as an 
| application to venereal ſores, or any kind of ulcer, in which 

the external uſe of mercury might be thought adviſeable, and 
"from wy * own experience I can recommend it in ſuch caeſs C 


3 5 which 


( $9 ) 


which ſucceed fever, ſmall-pox, &c. 
and are called critical abſceſſes ; and 
the following caſe will ſhow that they 
arc attended with much danger, which 
probably might thus be obviated, 

A lad about ten years of age, of a 
ſcrofulous habit, was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a pain in his knee, and up the 
whole limb ; he afterwards became 
very feveriſh, and when I ſaw him the 
whole thigh was loaded with matter, 
which I let out by a ſmall opening, 
but this afforded no relief to the diſ- 
caſed joint, and in a few weeks he died, 
hectic, from the very great diſcharge. 

It is impoſſible to aſcertain with 
preciſion what degree of benefit might 
have accrued in this caſe from an arti- 
fcial drain; but under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, my expectations of advantage 
are not inconſiderable from the great 
good derived from that treatment in 

1 2 the 
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the analogous inſtances I am about to 
mention. 

I was defired to viſit a man, who, 
after a fever, which appeared from the 
account given of him to have been ty- 
phus, was afflicted with a large abſceſs, 
occupying one fide of his face, and 
extending below the jaw; it was pain- 
ful, particularly to the touch, and the 
{kin was in one part reddened. Af- 
ter a diſcharge had been kept up for 
three weeks, the whole tumour diſ- 
perſed, and he got perfectly well. 

The opening of ſcrofulous abſceſſes 
in general, when attended with cir- 
cumſcribed hardneſs, has been found 
to be productive of harm ; for theſe re- 
quire, aſter artificial opening, a longer 
time to recover than when they are 
-permitted to burſt of themſelves; but 
an aperture is indiſpenſably neceſſary 
in thoſe collections of matter which 
411 cannot 
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cannot be diſcuſſed, and are attended 
with no ſurrounding hardneſs ; for 
here, if the matter be not let out, it 
will often diffuſe itſelf into the cellu- 
lar membrane, and cauſe a number of 
extenſive ſinuſes. 

After the burſting or laying open 
theſe impoſthumes, the ſore has ſome- 
times become phagedenic, though in- 
deed this term will convey but an im- 
perfect idea of that ſtate of ſore I wiſh 
to deſcribe: the true phagedenic ul- 
cer, according to my opinion and ob- 
ſervation, wears rather a cancerous ap- 
pearance, it enlarges rapidly, has in- 
verted edges, is irregular in its figure, 
and is ſometimes attended with fungus; 
but the patient does not feel thoſe lan- 
cinating pains, nor does he complain 
of uneaſineſs when the part is dreſſed, 
nor is the ſore ſubject to bleeding, as 


is the caſe in cancerous ulcers; in- 


2 deed 
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deed but far ſuch diſtinctions, and 
more particularly from theſe com- 
plaints having recovered, they cer- 
tainly might be miſtaken for can- 
cerous, 

I have ſeen fix of theſe caſes in the 
groin, two of them were patients af- 
flicted with the venereal diſeaſe, the 
others were ſcroſulous: mercury given 
in the firſt inſtance, to thoſe who were 
venereally affected, tended to enlarge 
the ſore, though it afterwards became 
neceſſary to complete the cure. 
In ſheſe complaints, lint dipped 
in tar, an excellent effect in 
checking the farther progreſs of the 
ſore, and diſpoſing it to ſuppurate 
kindly; but the application of ſorrel 
ſucceeded in two inſtances where the 
tar and carrot poultices, with ſpiritu- 
ous fomentations, had failed. e 

I ſhall relate the caſes of theſe ſores, 


as 
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as accurately as my recollection ſerves, 
becauſe their appearances were pecu- 
liar and ſtriking. 

A boy, about fifteen, had a large 
ſcrofulous abſceſs in the fore part of 
his thigh, which burſt, and as the na- 
tural opening was inſufficient for let- 
ting out the matter, I enlarged it with 
the probe pointed biſtory; - the next 
morning, the whole ſore had become 
one continued ſlough, and was with- 
out any ſurrounding hardneſs; themif- 
chief went on rapidly ſpreading, not- 
withſtanding a very liberal uſe of the 
bark internally, and was not arreſted 
till bruiſed forrel-leaves were appliedꝰ. 


My idea of making this application was fuggeſted'by the 
ſucceſs ſtated by Dr. Beddoes to have followed the-uſe of a 
ſimilar plant in ſome caſes of ſcrofulous ulcerations. His teſ- 
timony is in favour of the wood-ſorrel (Oæalis aceroſella) which 
I could not readily procute, and therefore ſubſtituted for it the 
common wood-ſorrel (Rumax aceto/a) ; but it is probable, from 
the larger relative proportion of oxalic acid contained in the 


former plant, that it may be pare in its powers to the 
litter. 


A little 
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A little girl, about fix years of age, 
was brought to me on account of a ſcro: 
fulous abſceſs ſeated on the ulna, which 
burſt, arid produced a fore exactly of 
the deſcription of the preceding one. 
The child ſuffered much from the 
pain, and therefore a ſolution of 
one grain of opium was given daily, 
and as much bark as the ſtomach 
could bear. Notwithſtanding tar and 
other applications were uſed, " the ſore 
continued to ſpread, and I determined 
upon trying the ſorrel, intending, if 
this ſhould fail in checking the diſ- 
poſition to ſlough, to make an eſ- 
charotic application; this however 
was unneceſſary, for the ſorrel ſoon 
gave a healthy appearance to the ſore 
which continued during its uſe; 
and when it was afterwards dreſſed 
with knt-and calamine cerate, it de- 
—_—_— into its former ſloughy 


7 ſtate, 
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ſtate, which was again removed by the 
application of the ſorrel, and was at 
laſt totally healed by it. 
Although a purulent drain, g- 
cially excited, ought not perhaps to 
be eſteemed a conſtitutional remedy, 
merely from an improvement taking 
place in the patient's health, in conſe- 
quence of an amendment occurring 
in a local diſeaſe! yet certainly it 
eſtabliſhes a claim of that nature, 
when we find other modifications of 
the ſame diſeaſe, exiſting at the ſame 
time, and in the fame patient, re- 
moved by a treatment adopted only 
with a view to the relief of a local 
complaint. However, as fact is at 
all times preferable to theory, I ſhall 
relate | ſome inftances inclining me to 
the opinion 'that an artificial drain, 
eee itfelf a con- 
ſtitutional remedy. 8 


K A young 
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A young lady, about ten years old, 
had a great number of ſcrofulous ul- 
cers over her body, beſides the joints 
of moſt of her fingers much enlarg- 
ed; her mother ſtated, that the child 
had an affection of her cheſt, with 
cough, difficulty « of breathing, night- 
{weats and fluſhings, and that as ſoon 
as one fore healed, another broke out. 
informed her that as the child had 
tried what medicine could do, I with- 
ed that ſhe might ſubmit to an iſſue 
only; accordingly I made her one in 
the arm, and kept ſome of the fores 
diſcharging by the ceratum ſabinæ. It 
is  abaut two years ſince her firſt ap- 
plication to me for relief, and her 
mother informs me, that ſhe has com- 
pletely recovered of her complaints, 
excepting that ſome of her fingers re- 
main rather in a contracted ftate, 
The glands in the neck of a little 
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boy, of about three years old, were 
ſuppurated, and his finger-joints con- 
ſiderably enlarged. A long courſe 
of medicine had afforded him no 
relief, and therefore I recommended 
an iſſue to be made in the arm. Af 
ter this diſcharge had been kept up 
for three months, the enlargement of 
the fingers entirely diſappeared, and 
the complaint i in, the neck was much 
amended. a 

From ſome of the annexed 828855 it 
will appear, that the general habit of 
the patient has been improved by the 
eſtabliſhment of a drain, for the alle- 
yiation of a diſeaſed joint; and that i it 
may therefore be advantageouſly em- 
ployed, as a conſtitutional remedy, | 15. 
have recorded ſome inſtances, 5 in 
which a relap fe did occur alter the 
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patient was obliged to ſubmit e to 51 
7" "IS _ petition 
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petition of the ſame treatment; but 
when an iſſue has been kept open 
in any part of the body, for a conſi - 
derable length of time after the cure 
of the local diſeaſe, no ſuch accident 
has occurred. 


CASE I, 


I was defired to viſit a man, 
about twenty- ſevell years of age, 
who had been afflited with a white- 
ſwelling of his knee for more than 
twelvemonths. He ſuffered oreat 
pain within the articulation, before 
the joint appeared to enlarge, and his 
caſe was treated as a rheumatiſm ; 
however, inſtead of receiving benefit, 
he gradually grew worſe, and was ad- 
mitted into an hoſpital, where he was 
firſt ſalivated, with not the ſmalleſt 
; advantage. A bliſter was alſo applied 

to the joint, and repeated every other 
A | 3 | day, 
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day, for the ſpace of a fortnight, He 
ſtated, that this method procured 
him conſiderable eaſe, with ſome re- 
duction of the ſwelling. When I 
faw him, he was in a confirmed ſtate 
of hectic; had been troubled with ri- 
gours ; the joint was much enlarged, 
and very painful, particularly in one 
part, where the ſkin was thin and in- 
flamed. Indeed, both from the ap- 
pearances and the examination, I was 
fully ſatisfied that matter had formed. 
I adviſed him, on account of his 
health, to part with the limb ; but he 
declined the operation, telling me he 
quitted the hoſpital, as nothing: 1 
ther was propoſed. 

made a large eſchar on 2 fe 
of the joint, by rubbing the kak pu- 


rum on the part, and the ſores were 
kept diſcharging, by means of yu 


| Fu ſponge, 
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In this caſe, no eaſe was derived 
from the ſtimulus of the cauſtic ; but 
after the ſores had diſcharged freely 
for {dome time, his pains were miti- 
gated, and his health improved, 
The previous painful ftate of the 
* prevented, before, a minute ex- 
amination, which would have aſcer- 
tained that the ends of the hones were 
deprived of their cartilaginous cover- 
ing, by the grating noiſe that was oc- 
caſioned upon moving the joint. By 
the continuance of this drain, for 
nearly! eighteen months, his, knee got 
perfectly well; its motion was unim- 
paited, nor was the grating ſound any 
longer _— . uſing the 


1 


joitit.. 
bis NET had allo a Gmilar 8 


tian of his ankle joint, attended with 
vicerations and extenſive caries, on 


which account, he ſubmitted to am- 
putation; 


. 
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putation ; and though the knee had 
remained well a twelvemonth, and 


was ſo at the time of the operation, 
yet it was conſidered right to am- 
putate above it; and I very much 


regret, I had not the opportunity of 
exatnining'the diſeaſed * ef 


CASE: II. 


| 8. 8. a child, about the age of fg 
ven, had an indolent white- felling, 
for upwards of two years; the whole 
joint was greatly ſwelled, and the in- FA 
her » condyle of f the NT ap 
peared enlarged. | 4 
She appeared to be Be conſump. 
this, breathed with difficulty ; her 
ſkin was yellow, dry, hot, and Kurth; 
and ſhe made little, and. ſometimes ng 
water in the courſe of the. day; her 
belly was. alſo ſwollen, and the glands 
of the neck enlarged. In conſequence 
of 
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fore was made by the. cauſtic, 'only 
being. moſt diſeaſed, . and was: kept 
_ open. by the prepared ſponge, and 
when it had diſcharged only a few 
weeks, her ſkin became cool and per- 
ſpirable; her appetite was improved, 
and her breathing relieved; ſhe be- 
denne caſy, and! her ſſeep was uninter- 
© Ftpted by thoſe ſpaſms of the affected 
oo wn, with which ſhe had been before 
troubled, 

im every. lp N was mending, 
until, unfortunately, ſhe caught cold, 
by fitting at the window, to view the 
flames from the fire at Ratcliffe, which 
dence produced a fever, and 14 
large deep-ſcated abſceſs formed on 
the outhde of the knee. I aſcertained 
that the fever was not ſymptomatic. of 
the abſeck, but that. the abſceſs de- 
pended 


9 
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_ 
pended on the fever, from the mother's: 
account, who informed me, that the 
child had for two days been very fe- 
yeriſh, - before any alteration in the 
Joint took place, or ſhe had com- 
plained. of any pain. It was pretty 
certain, that if the abſceſs had burſted, 
or been opened, the child would pro- 
bably have been drained to death; but 
the joint having been conſiderably re- 
duced in ſize by the firſt application of 
the cauſtic, T was tempted to apply it 
again, on that part of the ſkin which 
immediately covered the abſceſs, tak- 
ing the greateſt care that it did not 
penetrate into the tumour. After the 


eſchar had ſeparated, and the fore had 


diſcharged freely, the child became 
eaſier, and the abſceſs gradually diſ- 


perſed. The iſſues were kept open, 


firſt by the ſponge, and afterwards 
* the ſavine _ for upwards of 


CY 
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two years, at the end of which time 
ſhe was in every reſpe& healthy, 
and the joint appeared free from any 
diſeaſe, though there remained a ſlight 
enlargement of the inner condyle; 
however, probably ſhe will be obliged 
to wear a lift to her ſhoe, in conſe- 
quence of the contracted ſtate of the 
Knee. 


CASE III. 


8. R. a ſcrofulous child, about 
ſeven years of age, was brought to | 
me, on account of an indolent white- 
ſwelling affecting the knee, which 
had been diſeaſed above two years; 
the whole joint was much tumefied, 
and a fluctuation was to be felt in its 
anterior and lateral parts. Although 
che child did not feel much pain when 
the part was handled, yet ſhe ex- 
23 great uneaſineſs, when the 


Joint 
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joint was moved, The integuments 
covering the part appeared puffy and 
thickened, though not in the leaſt 
cdematous, and the colour of the ſkin 
was remarkably pallid. A fore on 


each ſide of the joint was made by 
the cauſtic, and kept open, by the 
prepared ſponge, for about ſix months. 
This child, when I firſt ſaw her, was 
certainly conſumptive, but her health 
gradually amended, and 1s now per- 
fecty good, and her joint free from 
any diſeaſe. I ſaw her lately (up- 
wards of two years ſince her iſſues were 
healed) and ſhe appeared completely 
well. I examined the knee, and it 
meaſured about half an inch more 
than the other, which is owing to an 
enlargament of the inner condyle of 
the thigh bone, and not to any affec- 
tion of the ſoft I — the ar- 
ticulation. 


L 2 ; CASE 
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CASE IV. 

I. G. aged nine years, of a ſcro» 
fulous habit (as were alſo his parents) 
had laboured under a white-{welling 
of the knee for above two years. Be- 
fore half of that time had elapſed, an 
abſceſs formed above the joint; for a 
ſhort time, he ſeemed relieved, his 
knee being leſs painful, and the com- 
plaint at a ſtanc. 

He applied to me, in a ſtate of 
hectic; his knee meaſured twice the 
fize of the other, he felt great pain in 
the ends of the bones, and within the 
articulation, and there was a very 
donſiderable quantity of fluid to 
be felt over the whole joint. His 
| parents not conſenting to an amputa- 
tion, the cauſtics were applied on each 
condyle, and the ſores maintained open 
by the ſponge. A copious diſcharge 
— | being 


(:99 1 
being kept up for the ſpace of a few 


weeks, effected a conſiderable amend. 
ment in his health, and ſome improve- 


ment took place alſo as to the joint, 
for he could bear it to be handled and 


moved with leſs pain, and the ſwelling 
was abated. He continued getting bet- 
ter, and recovered ſo well, as to be able 
to walk every day, for fix months, to 
my houſe, which is a full mile from-the 
place of his abode; during which time, 
his health was remarkably good, and 
the joint appeared free from diſeaſe, 
excepting a degree of enlargement in 
the bone, which, however, was no im- 
pediment to its action. 

As he was one day returning to „ his 
father's houſe, he felt ſuddenly a great 
pain within the joint, which obliged 
him to be carried home, and in a few 


weeks he died hectic, in conſequence 


of 
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of the inflammation and ſuppuration 
which enſued. | 

A particular examination of the 
joint was not allowed; but an incifiqn 
into it, diſcovered the ends of the 
bones eroded and enlarged; and I 
found, by introducing my finger 
into an opening, cauſed by the diſ- 
eaſe, in the thigh bone, that its cel- 
lular ſtructure was deſtroyed, the 
ligaments were greatly diſeaſed, and 
the capſular ligament was alſo en 
rated in one part. 


CASE V. 


I. T. a young woman, twenty 
years of age, was admitted into St. 
Clement's Workhouſe, on account of 
an indolent white-{welling, ſhe had 
been afflicted with, for above a year 
and a half. The joint was very puffy, 
and the ſkin palled, though not de- 

matous, 
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matous, and ſhe felt great uneaſineſs 
within the articulation, which, when 
moved, the bones were perceived to 
grate, She had been in a Hoſpital, | 
and the part was frequently cupped, 
with the advantage only of mitigating 

her pain. | 
Beſides the complaint of her knee, 
ſhe had a violent pain in her fide, 
profuſe cold , ſweats, with alternate 
heats, and an entire loſs of appetite 
and ſleep. She felt moſt of her pain 
within the joint, between the bones, 
and under the knee-pan, through to 
the ham. This patient, for about fix 
months, ſubmitted to the ſame kind 
of treatment as was uſed in the pre- 
ceding caſe, to which ſhe owes a com- 
plete recovery of her health and joint, 
I have ſeen her very lately, ſhe walks 
well, and there was not. the leaſt grat- 
ang 
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ing to be perceived, or indeed any aps 
parent diſeaſe about the joint. | 


CASE VI. 

A little girl had a ſcrofulous elbow, 
which had ulcerated, and the bones 
were heard to grate, ſhe beſides la- 
boured under ſtrumous ophthalmy, 
and ſwelling of the glands of her neck. 
The cauſtics were applied on each 
| fide of the joint, taking care to make 
the eſchars ſufficiently remote from 
the ſores, which the diſeaſe had made. 
After the iſſues had been kept open 
for upwards of fix months, by the 
ſponge, her health was completely re- 

ſtored, the ulcers healed, the complaint 
in her neck and eyes were removed, 
and the diſeaſe of the elbow was 
cured, though the caſe terminated in 
oſſific anchyloſis; but as the arm was 


kept 


CT 


kept bent during the cure, ſhe had a 
** en limb. 


e CASE VII. : 

S. M. D. a boy, about five years 
of age, had a white-ſwelling of his 
knee, of ſome date; and notwithſtand- 
ing the fluid which ſurrounded the 
joint, the end of the thigh-bone was 
pexgeptibly enlarged; the uſual appli- 
cations had been made, but to no ef- 
fect, as ſeveral abſceſſes formed about 
the; joint, but no exfoliation had oc- 
curred; and when the boy was brought 
to me, his health had ſuffered much 
by repeated ulcerations. I applied the 
cauſtic on each fide of the joint, ſo as 
not to interfere with the ſores the 
complaint had cauſed; and this artifi- 
cial diſcharge was maintained for a 
year'and a half. 


„The reſult of this treatment was a 
M permanent 
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permanent. healing of the ulcers, which 

exiſted previous to .the application 
of the cauſtic, with a reduction of 
the joint to its natural fize, and a per- 
1 n of its motion: 


CASE VIII. 


T. B. about ſix years old, had 
been afflicted with a white-ſwelling 
of his elbow, above eight monchs, 
and it then was ulcerated in ſeven 
places; ; he had alſo a ſtrumous affec- 
tion of his great toe on the left foot, 
a ferofulous abſceſs and two ſores 


on the right leg, beſides a ſtrumous 
ophthalmia wbich had ſubſiſted from 


* Of a caſe, the particulars of which have been miſlaid, ü 
can only ſtate, that the cauſtics, after a drain had been kept up 
far above 2 year, ſucceeded i in curing a diſeaſed knee of ſome 
ſanding, in which there was great ſwelling of the ſoft parts, 
' with enlargement of bone, which enlargement, however, re- 
mained, after all pain and tumefaQion of the inet gen 
ſubſided. 

the 
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the fourth year of his age. 


On ac- 
count of the inflamed ſtate of the el- 
bow, fix leeches were applied, and 
cloths wrung out of the ſaturnine lo- 
tion, were kept to the part, and re- 
newed when dry. Though this treat- 
ment in a degree relieved the inflam- 
mation, yet the ſores did not indicate 
the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to heal. A 
large cauſtic was applied above the 
elbow- joint, the ulcers preventing 
its nearer application, the iſſue was 
kept open for about ten months, 
when the ulcers formed by the difeaſe 
had completely healed, and the joint 
recovered. 

This caſe affords a very Rriking 3 in- 
ſtance of the conſtitutional effect of 
artificial drains ; as under this treat- 
ment, he entirely got the better of all 
the complaints which have been enu- 
merated. On account of his diſpo- 

M 2 tion 
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tion to ſcrofula, before the ſore: made 
by the cauſtic was healed, I cut _ 
an iſſue in the arm. | 
I have almoſt daily opportunity "of 
ſeeing this boy, as he lives in my 
neighbourhood, and he has not ſince 
had any 1 _ a period 


CASE IX. 


M. H. a girl, about five years of 
age, was troubled with a white-ſwell- 
ing of the right elbow, which was 
attributed to her having fallen from 
a ſwing. The mother diſcovered 
the joint to be larger than the 
other, and that ſhe favoured it, 
and complained on its being moved, 
The ſkin, covering the diſeaſed part 
was pallid, and the integuments were 
thickened, though | no impreſſion of 
: the finger remained after handling. 


This 
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This child laboured under weak 
eyes, had a ſwollen belly, the glands 
of her neck enlarged, and ſhe was 
drowſy, and inactive. Two ſores 
were made by the cauſtic, on each 
ſide of the joint, and were kept diſ- 
charging for about ſix months, when 
her elbow got well, and her health 
recovered. At the mother's ſolicita- 
tion, I healed the ſores, but in about 
two months, the ſwelling of the elbow 
returned, and there was a chain of 
lymphatic tumours extending from 
thence, towards the axilla, and - ſhe 
relapſed into her former ill ſtate of 
health; and ſome time after, I ſaw the 
elbow, when the integuments were 
_ unaffected, though the articulation 
was conſiderably diſtended with fluid. 
The advantages derived from the 
firſt application of the cauſtic, encou- 
raged the parents to hope a ſecond 
trial would prove equally ſucceſsful ; 
| but 
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but though the child did perfectly 
recover of the diſeaſe of the elbow, 
after the ſecond drain had been eſta- 
bliſhed, yet it required twice the 
time in this inſtance, to complete the 
recovery; and whether the diſeaſed 
ſtate of the lymphatics had any ſhare 
in thus protracting the cure, 1 fhall 
leave the reader to determine for 
himſelf. The ſwelling of her belly 
ſubſided, as did the glands in her 

meck, excepting one, which was 

ſcarcely to be felt | 
A common iſſue was made in her 
arm at a time the diſcharge by the 
cauſtics was ſuppreſſed; her health 
has remained for nearly three years re- 
markably good, and her elbow, en- 
tirely free from diſeaſe, is equally 
ſtrong and uſeful as the other.” | 
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"CASE X. 


R. N. a ferofulous boy, eight years 
old; had a diſeaſed knee, for about four 
years, which was much contracted, he 
having been ſuffered to keep it in a 
bent ſtate. The part was conſiderably 
enlarged and painful, and from the 
boy's general health, and the appear- 
ance of the ſkin, I had no doubt, but it 
was matter which fluctuated under my 
fingers. The cauſtics were applied on 
each ſide of the joint, avoiding a part 
which was thin and inflamed, and the 
ſores were kept open for about ten 
months; the boy's health gradually be- 
came good, the flaid collected in and 
about the joint was entirely abſorbed, 
and the pain removed, though | there 
remained ſome enlargement of the : 
inner condyle. I wiſhed to have re- 


E moved the limb, becauſe the contrac- 


„ 


tion of the knee rendered it of no uſe, 
and* i it was only int his way; : but the 
mother objefting, I directed. the: iſſues 
to be kept open ; ; this advice was not. 
followed, and though the knee preſerves 
its improved ſtate, yet a ſerofulous ab- 
ſceſs has formed in the middle of his 
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_ young lady felt at . in 5 
Knee, three years before I ſaw hers 
which was - exaſperated by walking, 4 
long ſtanding, or any kind of fatigue'z; 
the joint was contracted, much en- 
larged, and the integuments,) were in a 
thickened, pufly ſtate; and, of a pallid : 
appearance, though not cedematous. : 
She deſcribed: her pain as particularly | 
ſevere i in the inner condyle, and under 
the ligaments: of the knee-pan, Snoot 
ing from thence into the joint: The. 
part 


N 
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part'\ was'at different times, cupped or 
leeched, and a large bliſter applied. 
As the caſe occurred before my know- 
ledge of the effects of ſavine, I em- 
ployed the ung. cantharidis to keep up 
the diſcharge, which produced great 
pain and ſtrangury. I therefore applied 
the cauſtic on each ſide of the joint, 
and kept the fores open by the plaſter- 
ed ſponge. ' I wiſh particularly to re- 
mark; that ſhe always expreſſed herſelf 
relieved in proportion to the quantity 
of diſcharge. This patient conti- 
nued under my care for two years, and 
nearly the whole of that time, a drain | 
was maintained, either by the prepared 
ſponge, or by the ſavine cerate, a bliſter 
being previouſly applied. Her knee is 
perfectly recovered, the can ſtraighten 
or bend the joint without pain, and 
her health, which had ſuffered very 


Konkiderably, is now completely ge- 
N eftabliſhed 
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eſtabliſned. I cannot fafficiently, com- 
mend the patience with which the = 
who is the ſubject of the preſent caſe 
has born her ſufferings. Indeed, the 
circumſtances: were particularly unfa- 
vourable; for a very near relation had 
fallen a victim to the ſame diſorder, 
and but for a vifible improvement in 
her general health, I ſhould frequently 
have propoſed amputation of the limb, 
as preferable to the ' miſery ſhe en- 
dured. To ſecure her from a re- 
lapſe, and as ſhe had been troubled 
with ſwellings of the glands of 

her neck, I cut an ide above the 


knee. 


e XII. 


R. D. ofa ſoxciylous habit, had a, 
diſcaſed knee, for above three months. 
He deſcribed his pain, as firſt originat- 
ing in the inner condyle of the os fe- 


by. 1 id: 112 PA / moris, 
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ori under che patella, and within 


the articulation, beſore the part ma- 
nifeſted any ſwelling. The euftom- 
ary application had been previoufly 
uſed; with no advantage; but as he 
had lately 'contradted "{Bine venereal 
complaint, it was thought adviſable, 
to try how! fur mercury would re- 
lieve the diſeaſed joint; he was di- 
rected to rub” mereurial intent on 
the affected limb every flight, for 
about ſix weeks, which ſalivated hin, 
though it did not in che nahe 


degree alleviate the pains of the joint, 


which were not niore-exaſperated in 
the evening, than at any other period 


of the day. He was aftegwards ad- 
mitted into St. Clement's workhouſe, 


when his health was much impaired, 
from the uneaſineſs-of the joint, loſs 
of ſleep and appetite. : An'eſchar was 
_ by the application of the cauf- 
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tic, on each ſide of, the, Jaint, which 
was puffy, much enlarged, and ſome- 
what contracted ; and, the ſores were 
kept open by the prepared ſponge, 
for about four months, after which 
period the joint became perfectly fret 
from * diſeaſe, though ſome further 
time was neceſſary for it to acquire 
its uſual ſtrength. About two years 
after, in conſequence; of his applica- 
tion tome on account of another diſ- 
caſe, 1 had an opportunity of examin- 

ing the joint; he told me it was equally 
ſtrong, and uſeful as the other, and I 


could, n any ene of 45 
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bob, was . to * E. c. 85 
had been two years afflicted with a 
diſeaſed knee; and had ſuffered great 
Pain in the condyles of the thigh- 


- 7 | S3 > bone, 
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bone; under: the knee-panz and with- 
in the articulation, for ſome. time be- 
fore there was any appearance of 
ſwelling. The joint was in a con- 
tracted ſtate; and of twice its natural 
ſize; the integuments appeared putty, 
and were thickened, but not cedema- 
tous, and the colour of the ſkin was 
remarkably pallid. As the joint was 
rapidly becoming more and . more 
painful, and had already materially 
affected her health, a removal of the 
limb was twice propoſed, in conſulta- 
tion, as the only means of relief. 
The cauſtics in this caſe, were applied 
on each ſide of the joint, not with 
any expectation of cure, but rather as 
a palliative ſort of remedy, and pre- 
venting the repetition of abſceſſes, 
which always attend the latter ſtage 
of white-ſwellings. 


The ſores were kept open by the 
ſponge, 
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iponge,” far: about a yrar, in which 
time the joint progreſſively: recovered. 
This patient was not relieved by the 
4rritation the cauſtics firſt prodiiced, 
lor: mdeed until after! the forces! had diſ- 
charged freely for ſome weeks - And 
th improvement. that took place in 
er health; was the firſt circumſtance 
which n the ſmalleſt oe * 
hop ne, Dod vlhi⸗ 
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5 up ons deſited to viſtt a e 
ho after acute rheumatiſm, had a 
Uiſcaſed knee, which meaſured mote 
than the other three inches and a 

half; à Huid was to be felt fluctuat- 
ing on each ſide of the joint, and 
under the knee-pan, which was ele- 
vated conſiderably above the thigh- 
bone, and which by. motion was dif- 
tin&ly heard to grate. —This patient 
22.107 4 > felt 
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felt much uneaſineſs within the arti- 
culation of the knee, for ſome time 
e ee 
health was very much impaired. 
. applied wn! each 
ide of the joint, and the ſores were 
kept open by the ſponge; an artificial 
drain was kept up, either in this way, 
or by previouſly bliſtering, and af- 
terwards dreſſing with the favine ce- 
rate, for the ſpace nearly of twelve 
months, with manifeſt advantage; for 
his health was reſtored, he was en- 
abled to walk without pain, though 
the joint felt weak, and appeared 
ſomewhat ſwollen; and on motion no 
grating could be perceived, yet the 
patella was increaſed in its eircum- 
ference. I cannot give any further 
account of this caſe as the ayocations' 
of the r an bim ek < 


tawn. 
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A. M. about the age of . 
called on me, on account of à diſ- 
eaſed knee; he had had for nearly two 
years; and when it firſt appeared, the 
pain was removed by. bliſtering, but 
it ſoon after returned. The joint was 
much enlarged ; but ſo tenſe and hard. 
was the part, that it appeared to a me- 
dical friend and myſelf, that the con- 
dyles were enlarge; and from che 
deep pain he felt in the cavity of the 
joint, when it was uſed, we conchided. 
alſo, that the ligaments had ſuffered. : 
This perſon's joint was treated, 
for ſour months, in tht ſame way 
as has been; mentivacd in the preced- 
ing caſe, and vüth the like ſucceſs, | 
andi the joint is. of it natural figes 

Though ſeveral months have elapſed 
fince the cure was performed, he han. 
12 7 2 continued 
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contnued well, and enjoys a remark- 
* good ſtate of health. 7 


CASE XVI, 


C. B. a young woman of a ſtrumous 
habit, had felt for ſome months, great 
pain on each ſide of her knee, and un- 
der the knee- pan, which was followed 
by ſwelling; and when this effect took 
place ſhe became eafier. This patient 
alſo had night-ſweats, fever, and loſs 
of appetite; the jomt was enlarged, 
puffy, and of a pallid hue. A bliſter 
was applied, which completely co- 
vered its anterior and Jateral parts 
and when the cuticle was remoyed, 
the ſore was daily dreſſed with the de 
ratum ſabinæ, for about three weeks; 
when the ſores were ſuffered to heal, 
excepting in thoſe places, Where the 
pain firſt originated. She alſo had ſome 
e ſarcs on the other leg, which 
0 | * 
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kept: mending as long as a diſcharge 
was procured from the diſeaſed knee, 
but when the ſore was healed, in 
conſequence of the joint having re- 
covered, the ulcer became worſe, 
which - circumſtance induced me to 
cut her an iſſue above the knee, 
which I underſtand is kept open, and 
ſhe has had no relapſe, 


CASE XVII. 


A child, about two years old, wich 
enlarged glands of the neck, had ſuf- 
fered from a white- ſwelling of the 
knee, for about three months ; the 
Joint was twice its natural ſize, and the 
child cried much, when it was moved. 
The mother previouſly to her diſ- 
covering the part to be ſwollen, 
noticed that the infant could not bear 
this joint to be exerciſed with the ſame 


freedom as the other, The integ u- 
3 ments 
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ments were pale and thickened, but 
not e&dematous: A bliſter was ap- 
plied ſufficiently large to cover the 
anterior and lateral parts of the 
knee; and when the cuticle was 
removed, the joint was covered 
with a dreſſing of the ſavine cerate, 
which kept the part diſcharging very 
copiouſly for about three months, in 
which time, the joint completely re- 
covered, and was, in evefy reſpect as 
uſeful as. the other; the ſwelling: of 
the glands of the neck alſo ſubſidled, 
undet the ſame treatment. 


0 A 8 E XIII. 


1. C. betweh ewetity” and ade 
of a ſcrofulous habit, was attacked 
very ſuddenly, . with a violent pain 
within the joint of his knee, which 
he deſcribed as ſhooting from each 
fide, and under the knee-pan, into 

| 0 2 the 
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He applied to me a foo Gaye after this 
attack, when the whole of the joint- 
was much ſwollen, and the pain on 
motion, very excruciating ; twelve 
leeches were applied, which -bled 
freely, and the part was frequently 
fomented; but no relief was obtained 
from this treatment. A large bliſter 
was applied, andi wery great diſcharge 
Was maintained by the uſe of the ſa- 
vine cerate, for above a month; when 
he loſt all pain, and the joint was re- 
duced to its natural >fize, although 
conſideraply weakened. It ought to 
be mentioned, that this patient was 
nohtelieved by the firſt effect of the 
bliſter, and indeed, hot till after a diſ- 
charge lad been kept up for ſeveral 
days. IL chave frequently ſeen this 
* n and the joint remains 
perfectly 


4 1 
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perfectly well, and as uſeful ang as 
ſtrong as the other. 


C As E XIX. 


W. C. had been afflicted twelve 
months with a diſeaſed elbow; he 
felt great pain within the articulation, 
and in the condyles of the os humeri, 
for ſome time previouſly to the joint 
appearing enlarged. About ſeven 
months after the elbow had been diſ- 
eaſed, his knee became affected, and 
this complaint was preceded by ex- 
cruciating pain, firſt in his hip, and 
which (to uſe his own expreſſion) fell 
into his knee, and there continuing 
for ſome time, the joint began to ſwell. 
When I faw this patient, he com- 


plained of violent pain in his ſide, 
had hæmoptyſis, cough, and night- 
ſweats; his elbow had ulcerated in 
three places, and diſcharged freely, 
and 
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and though there was a quantity of 
fluid accumulated about the joint, 
the condyles appeared enlarged, and 
when the elbow was moved, the bones 
grated. The knee was contracted, 
much ſwollen, and ſo diſtended, that 


till after the reduction of the ſwell- 


ing, I was unable to aſcertain that the 
end of the thigh-bone was enlarged, 
though he experienced much uneaſi- 
neſs in the condyles, and within the 
cavity of the joint. In conſequence 
of the weak ſtate of the patient, I was 
contented to try. what would be the 
reſult of a purulent drain derived 
only from the knee. After the part 
had diſcharged freely for about a fort- 


night, he did not expectorate any 


more blood; his complaints in his 
cheſt were greatly relieved, and in a 


few weeks were entirely removed, 


The improved ſtate of this patient's 
2 | „ 
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health was an encouragement to treat 
the elbow in the ſame way, and an 
artificial drain was procured, firſt 
by bliſtering, and afterwards dreſſ- 
ing with the ſavine cerate, for nearly a 
year. The elbow remains contracted, 
and when it is moved, no grating is 
perceptible; the ulcers have gradually 
healed, and, excepting an enlarge- 
ment of bone, there is no appearance 
of diſcaſe. TS: 2 
The knee became free from pain, 
and perfectly recovered its motion, 
though the joint was an inch in cir- 
cumference larger than the other, a 
circumſtance clearly attributable to an 
- increaſed ſize of the condyles. 
This patient is of a ſcrofulous habit, 
and the diſeaſe of the knee has once 
returned; the ſame treatment was 
again reſorted to, and excepting the 
— joint being very conſiderably weak- 


ened, 
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ened, it remains in the ſtate juſt 
deſcribed ; but with a view to prevent 
any further relapſe, a common iſſue 
_ been made above * . cd 


144 


CASE XX. N 


1 A hoy, ages ſeven years, bad a diſ- 
caſed knee and ankle joint of the ſame 
limb, which had ſo impaired his health, 
that amputation was thought adviſe- 
able, but to which the parents would 
not conſent. The knee-joint having 


been firſt affected, and advancing faſt 


to a ſtate of ſuppuration, it was bliſ- 


tered, and the part was every day dreſſ- 
ed with the ſavine cerate, for above ſix 
months; this treatment produced a re- 
duction of the ſwelling of the ſoſt 
parts, a removal of the pain occa- 


honed by the diſcaſe, and a complete 


( 165 ) 
the different parts of the you were 
diſtended. 

The knee is capable of every WY 
tion, though the condyles of the thigh- 
bone remain conſiderably enlarged. 
From the improvement of the boy's 
health, and the amendment of his 
knee, 1 recommended the ankle- joint 
to be treated in the ſame way; but 
with what advantage, I have not yet 
heard, as he reſides i in the count. | 


CASE XXI. 


E. P. eleven years old, of a 
ſcrofulous family, had an indolent 
white-ſwelling, for about four years; 
the joint was much ſwollen, the inte- 
guments were thickened, but not de- 
matous, and the ſkin was remarkably 
pallid. This boy was ſuffering much 
from the painful ſtate of the part, the 
diſeaſe was making rapid progreſs, and 
Love P he 
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he could not, as before, bear it to be 
handled without great complaint, and 
in moving the joint, he expreſſed a 
ſenſation of much uneaſineſs within 
the articulation. A bliſter was ap- 
plied over the whole knee, and was 
kept diſcharging with the ſavine cerate 
for about two months, by which treat- 
ment he perfectly recovered, though 
the joint for ſome time remained weak: 
it is almoſt two years ſince, and no 
ſymptom of diſeaſe has appeared. 


CASE XXII. 


A. D. of a ſcrofulous habit, ſome 
days after a fall, which at the time 
did not occaſion any inconvenience, 
complained of a dreadful pain in 
the inſide of his knee, which was 
followed by a puffy ſwelling, under 
and on each ſide of the knee; he could 
bear the part to be handled with free- 
dom, 
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dom, provided the limb was at reſt, 
without manifeſting any increaſe of 
uneaſineſs; but when the joint. was 
moved, his ſufferings were ſevere. 
Six leeches were firſt applied without 
affording any relief, a bliſter was 
therefore had recourſe to, and the ſore 


was dreſſed with the ſavine cerate, for 
about three weeks, in which time, a 
very copious diſcharge was kept up, 
the pain gradually ſubſided, and the 
joint has remained in a e 
healthy ſtate. 


0 A 8 E XXII. | 
2 8. aged ſixteen, had for ſeveral 


months prior to his application to me, 
ſuffered great pain within the joint of 
his knee, before the part began to ſwell; 
he could then bear it to be handled 
without increaſe of pain, but his uſing 
the} * in any way, occaſioned great 
P 2 W ? 
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uneaſineſs, and his ſufferings were 
ſomewhat diminiſhed after the tume- 
faction appeared. When JI ſaw him, 
the joint was much diſtended, and he 
felt a deep-ſeated pain within the ar- 
ticulat ion, which affected his health. 

A bliſter was firſt applied to the 
knee; when the cuticle was removed, 
the part was dreſſed with the ſavine 
cetate fot ſix months, when he had 
loft all pain, and the joint in every 
reſpect appeared ſound, — it was 
weak for ſome time. 

He remained well for ſix Boring 
law he relapſed, and the ſame fort of 
treatment, with ſucceſs, was reſorted 
to; but in this inſtance, twice the time 
was requiſite for his recovery: and to 
prevent another relapſe, as he was of a 
ſoroſulous conſtitution, an iſſue was 
made above the knee, and he has 25 
| mained well almoſt twelve months. 
4291 W CAS x 
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"CASE XXIV. 


HW. aged thitty, was ſeized, about 
four years ago, with pain in the con- 
dyles of the thigh-bone, and within 
the articulation; her caſe was treated 
and looked upon as rheumatiſm, as 
the joint became eaſier when uſed, but 
more ſtiff and painful, after the limb 
had been at reſt for ſome time. She 
began to ſuffer in her health, which 
was afterwards much improved by 
being at the ſea- ſide; ſhe went fre- 
quently into a warm ſea- bath, with 
the advantage only of relaxing the 

joint, but it did not reduce the ſwells: 
ing, or remove the pain. Different 
liniments and plaſters were” applied, 
and ſhe underwent a long | courſe of 
mercury, without the ſmalleſt reliefs 

It is now more than twelve months, 
fince I firſt law her, and by ſubmit- 


1 ting 
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ting to the treatment mentioned in the 

preceding caſe, ſhe has a very uſeful 
limb; .can extend, but is unable to 
bend it ſo perfectly as ſhe can the 
ather knee. Her health is very good; 

ſhe is free from thoſe pains, by which 
ſhe had been before oppreſſed, and 

the ſwelling of the ſoft parts is com- 

pletely removed. Her complaint be- 
ing of. long ſtanding, and her pains 
having begun in the condyles, which 
remain enlarged, I have thought it 
adviſable to keep up a diſcharge for 
ſome time longer on each fide of the 
joint, and ultimately mean to make 
an iſſue above the knee. 1 U 


"CASE. XV... 
A maid- ſervant in my neighbour- 
hood, about ſeventeen years of age, 
had for many months been afflicted 


* a pain within the articulation of 
1 the 
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the knee, before the joint appeared at 
all enlarged. In the incipient ſtage 
of the complaint, ſhe could bear the 
part to be handled without any ad- 
ditional uneaſineſs, but moving the 
joint in any way, greatly increaſed her 
ſufferings. After the firſt appearance 
of enlargement, ſhe became ſomewhat 
eaſier, but when the ſwelling had very 
_ conſiderably increaſed, and the joint 
become much diſtended by fluid col- 
lected in the different parts of it, 
handling then became very uneaſy to 
her, and the pain within the articula- 
tion was particularly ſevere, indeed ſo 
much ſo, that opium was given every 
night, to procure ſleep, 

The anterior and lateral parts of the 
knee were bliſtered, and the cuticle 
being removed, the ſores were dreſſed 
every day with the ceratum ſabinæ: 
after a diſcharge had continued for 


ſome 


Ley 
ſome days, ſhe became eaſier, opium 
was therefore amitted, and in about 
a month the pain ani fwelling en- 
tirely ſubſided; the Joint in every; a re- 
_ recovered, and remains well. 3 


* 
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* c A 8 E XXVI. 
A young lady, aged twelve yeats, 5 the 
ſiſter of the child whoſe caſe is given 
in page 66, was brought to me, from 
the country, to be put under my care, 
in conſequence of the favourable event 
of her ſiſter's caſe. She had a diſ- 
eaſed ank le- joint, of the indolent fort, 
whoſe appearance I have ſo often de- 
ſeribed; it had ſuppurated on the in- 
ner ſide, but the ulcer did not reduce 

the generab ſwelling, and only: feemed 
to affect that part over which it was 
immediately fituated: A bliſter was 
applied round the” whole joint, but 
* ulcerated part was defended by a 
dreſſing 
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dreſſing of white cerate, a diſcharge 
was keptup for ſix months, the man- 
ner I have recommended, and the ſuc- 
= of the practice was moſt decided. 
From her . conſtitutional tendency to 
ſcrofula, I made an iſſue above her 
knee, and directed that it ſhould he 
gonſtantly kept open. I conſider this 
treatment as haying pre vented the re- 
cumence of any * r 
aſe en i e 
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. B. W N 5 
Krefniens habit, had an affection of 
che leſt ankle joint, after extemal in- 
guey, which at laſt increaſed fo as to 
render him incapable of following his 
ordinary occupation of a farrier. He 
as for ſome time admitted a patient 


ins W without receiving any be- 
Q, | nefit, 
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nefit, though all the ordinary methods 
of treatment were' employed. It is 
now more than three years ſince he 
firſt applied to me; the joint was 
much ſwollen, and was remarkably 
tenſe, though a fluctuation was per - 
ceptible in ſome parts; he complained 
of a violent deep-ſeated pain within 
the joint, and it was completely uſe- 
lefs. I firſt directed leeches, and then 
applicd a bliſter over the joint, intend- 

ing to maintain a permanent diſcharge 
by the common bliſter- ointment; but 
the ſtrangury which ſupervened, made 
it neceſſary for me to deſiſt from its 
-ufe. I therefore made a large efchar on 
each ſide of the joint, from which a 
drain was eſtabliſſied for more than a 
year and à half: ic became free from pain 
and ſwelling, and though it is leſs flex- 
1 than the other, he is 
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nevertheleſs enabled to follow his bu- 
fineſs, which the diſeaſe had rer 
cage him to quit, | 1 


C A 8 E XXVII. 


E. 8. about fix years of age, of 
ſtrumous habit, and labouring under 
phthiſis pulmonalis, was brought to 
me, for an indolent white- ſwelling of 
the elbow ; the joint was twice its 
natural ſize, and a fluctuation of fluid 
was evidently to be felt. 

The whole joint was Greene 
by a bliſter, and when the cuticle was 
removed, the part was dreſſed with 
the ſavine cerate, . The advantages firſt 
derived from this treatment, were ef- 
fectual in recovering the patient's 
health, as his breathing became eaſier, 
and his night-ſweats, cough, and pain 
in the fide were entirely removed. 

The diſcaſed joint gradually reco- 
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wed in about twelve months, and was 
| completely cured ; an iſſue was at that 


time made in the arm, and the child 


in every. reſpect has ſince continued 


ww, a 1 of about a year. 
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CASE XXIx. 


A caſe of a diſeaſed elbow occurred 
in a ſcrofulous girl, about the age of 
fifteen; nearly ſimilar in appearance to 
the caſe juſt recited, excepting that 
the arm was in an extended ſtate, and 
the joint ſo rigid, as to be incapable of 
the leaſt fAcxion, though it admitted 
4 degree of motion fufficient to prove 
chat its rigidity was not owing to oſſi- 


| fie union. By a drain of ſeveral weeks' 


eontinuance, tlie diſeaſe of the joint got 
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CASE. XXX. 


1 | (hall mention A hath RY it is 
not yet terminated, but the alteration 
produced, has been as marked as 1 
could wiſh: it was an elbow- diſeaſe. 
The condyles were much enlarged, the 
integuments were become thin in one 
part, and a general fluctuation could be 
perceived; there was an ulceration with 


conſiderable fungus, and a diſcharge 


of a viſcid glairy matter in ſmall 
quantity, upon that part where the 
integuments were thinneſt. Dry lint 
was applied immediately to the fungus, 
and then the joint was ſurrounded by 
a bliſter. A diſcharge has been per- 
ſevered in for ſix months, the general 
health, which had always been bad, 
ſeems from the mother's account, to 
be better than ever. 
feeling which depended on fluid, has 


diſappeared ; 


That part of the 
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diſappeared, the fungus has ſubſided, 
and the original ſore healed ; ſo that at 
preſet, the diſcharge is kept up from 


the ſurface even of the whole joint, and 
the only diſeaſe which ſeems to re- 


main, conſiſts in the enlargement of | 


the bones. 


CASE XXXI. 


{ Two caſes of diſeaſed ſhoulder- 


Joints, in perſons of a ſcrofulous ten- 
dency, having fallen under my care, 


J ſhall relate but one, the circum- 


ſtances of each nearly * 
the other. 

A young woman had ling been 
troubled with an excruciating pain 
within the cavity of the ſhoulder-joint, 
and when it had continued for ſome 
time, the part began to ſwell; ſoon after 
this the arm was lengthened and exte- 
nuated, and ſhe could not lift it from 


Wale | 
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her ſide. When I ſaw her, the head of 


the os humeri was ſunk into the axilla, 
and a cavity of courſe was formed un- 
der the deltoid muſcle; as ſoon as 
the head of the bone was elevated in- 
to the acetabulum ſcapulæ, the ca- 
vity that was before obſervable under 
the deltoid muſcle, was removed, and 
a perceptible fulneſs, with fluctuation, 
occupied its place. 

After purſuing the practice above 
recommended for ſeveral months, ſhe 
loft all pain, the fluid was abſorbed, 
and the head of the bone continues in 
its natural fatuation ; ſhe has a very 
uſeful limb, though the arm ſtill re- 
mains of a reduced _ 
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From 
* Tm. = with others of the hip and thoulder, which 
bave fallen under my notice, ſeems to me to be 


illuſtrative of the proper acceptation of the following aphoriſm 
of Hippocrates, to which I ſhall ſubjoin the commentaries of 
- Fabricius ab Aquapendente, and Galen, 
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in every (tage of white-ſwelling, ; and 


14585 et rurfus vom v difficultate"incidit. 
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From the obleriations which have 
Ten Fug and the caſcs adduted, L 
think myſelf juſtißable, in drawing 
the following doncluſions : D 207 2 b 
That long · continued diſcharges, ar- 
tficialy excited,” ane highly. beneficial 


in other modifications of ſcroſula. 
That caries has been arreſted, and 
ſometimes eured ; that collections of 
fluid. within the cavities.of j jqiuts, or 
*iteridr. to-them, have beeh 4eme 
that ſores connected with the lqcal aſt 
11. cutbufendGite Aden mabedo venatis, cons * 
Nen 
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- 2In due apbbiilivo Hippocrates cauſa gflignat Lek! articuk 


—_— quod excidat et 'recidat, quam in pituitam rejicit 


mucoſam; et eſt ut puto ille mucus, qui naturaliter folet con- 
Sei in articulorum cavitate copia tamen plus quo ad- 
auctus. Hix RON. FABRICII Opera Chirurgica, c. 106, P. 643+ 
Spe mn articelis tumor pitiitoſus acervatur, quem ynam 
ehr (Hippocrates a quo madefacta articulationis liga- 
laxiora refidinictt ; quis ide faclle acavirae uren. 
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tedori have been permanently healed, 


and repetition of them prevented; 
that the: general health uf every patient 
br been | rkingly improved;2- aid 
that where this treatment has been 
adopted in conſequenee of the diſ- 
eaſed Joint, other ſcrofulous appear 
ances in diſtant parts haue alſo e 
i N 
- That the beſt cathod of producing 
ſtich diſcharge, is the application of a 
common bliſter in the firſt inſtance, 
and when the cuticle is remobed, in 
dreſſing the part with the favige ce- 
mts; and that the uſe:of this prepara- 
tion may be beneficially extended to 
a great variety of caſes, where a co- 
pious local diſcharge * be thought 
adviſable. 
That an iſſue in any part of the 
body, may be ſucceſifully em lo 
eee randy, 1 caſes 
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of ſcroſula, and tnay probably be'ſuf- 
ficiently powerful when it is applied 
1 in time, to preverit an attack of this 
3 in * n ä 


ter . not to bs deprbſied bs 9 
the obſtinate reſiſtance of the bom- 
plaint, or loſe the neceſſary confidence 

in our mode of treatment, although 
months ſhould paſs without much ap- 
parent advantage; for it has principally 

been owing to a ſteady: perſeverance; 
that I have ſucceeded: in reſtoring | 
fome, unfortunate and: almoſt deſperate 
caſes” 0 ale full r l of their 
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